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Introduction 
In	East	Meon,	the	arrival	of	farmers	from	Cumbria	transformed	the	land	from	
unproductive	corn/sheep	culture	to	mixed	farming;	dairy	farming,	in	particular,	was	
established	on	the	valley	floor.	Two	wars	put	pressure	on	farmers	and	gardeners	to	
‘grow	for	victory’.	Eleanor,	Countess	Peel	and	her	husband	acquired	the	largest	
landholding	in	the	valley	since	the	Diocese	of	Winchester,	and	when	they	died,	farmers	
were	able	to	buy	their	own	land.	After	passing	through	a	number	of	owners,	the	
Bereleigh	Estate	has	grown	to	become	the	largest	in	the	parish.		
	
For	the	first	half	of	the	century,	the	village	continued	to	offer	a	wide	range	of	shops	and	
trades;	the	arrival	of	supermarkets	in	Petersfield	and	online	distribution	reduced	the	
number	to	one	shop	and	two	pubs.	Further	improvements	in	mechanisation	and	
agronomy	led	to	the	reduction	in	workforces	and	larger	farms;	by	the	end	of	the	century	
there	were	fewer	than	ten	in	the	parish	of	East	Meon	and	less	than	5%	of	the	population	
now	worked	on	the	land.	As	farms	grew	larger,	so	did	farm	buildings	to	accommodate	
massive	machinery	and	these	were	not	subject	to	planning	restrictions.	Farmhouses	no	
longer	occupied	by	farmers	continued	to	be	converted	into	desirable	residences,	
sometimes	leading	to	the	preservation	of	original,	smaller,	farm	buildings.		
	
The Cumbrian Migration 
In	1890,	W.	G.	Nicholson,	MP,	of	Basing	Park,	north	of	Bereleigh,	had	hired	Hud	Smith,	a	
Cumbrian,	to	manage	his	estate.	Smith	spread	the	word	to	other	Lake	District	farmers	
that	they	could	rent	farms	in	Hampshire	of	400	or	500	acres	for	what	they	were	paying	in	
the	Lake	District	for	farms	of	between	40	and	80	acres.		
	

	
Map	1.	The	East	Meon	farms	to	which	Cumbrian	farmers	migrated.	

	

	
Fig	1.	Jane	Wren	making	butter	at	

Riplington	Farm	in	1908	

	
The	first	to	come	were	Robert	Hind	of	Millbeck	Hall	and	Isaac	Wren	of	Low	Grove	Farm	
in	Keswick.	Cyril	Edgar	Wren	later	recalled	to	Freddie	Standfield	that	his	grandfather	had	
only	farmed	60	acres	in	Keswick,	at	a	rent	of	50/-	an	acre.	“Hampshire	farmers,	who	relied	
on	sheep	and	corn	growing,	found	themselves	in	financial	difficulties	and,	to	make	ends	
meet,	sold	off	some	off	their	sheep.	This	resulted	in	their	corn-growing	land	being	
inadequately	fertilised	and	the	corn	yields	fell.”	Tenanted	farms	had	become	vacant,	and	
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landlords	were	offering	rent-free	initial	periods	or	nominal	rents.	
	
In	1983,	Robert	Hind	rented	Westbury	Manor	Farm	from	Colonel	LeRoy	Lewis	of	
Westbury	House,	and	Isaac	&	Jane	Wren	took	Riplington	Farm.	They	hired	a	special	train	
to	transport	their	live	and	dead	stock	from	Keswick	to	Peterfield	station.	“A	number	of	
farm	carts	and	waggons	were	sent	from	the	two	farms	to	meet	the	train	at	Petersfield,	but	
unfortunately	the	train	was	many	hours	late,	by	which	time	the	carters	had	refreshed	
themselves	too	liberally	at	a	nearby	pub	and	a	very	confused	situation	resulted.”	
	
A	total	of	9	families	who	came	down	from	Cumberland	to	farm	in	Hampshire	between	
1892	and	1925.	They	pursued	a	different	farming	policy	from	the	Hampshire	farmers.	
“They	largely	gave	up	corn	growing,	and	concentrated	on	grass	and	livestock	(i.e	sheep	and	
beef	cattle).	They	brought	with	them,	and	introduced	into	Hampshire,	Lakeland	sheep	
breeds	(Marshams).	There	was	almost	no	dairy	farming	at	Riplington	or	Westbury	House,	
for	the	nearest	railway	station	at	Petersfield	was	8	miles	away,	too	far	to	send	milk	by	
horse-drawn	vehicles.”	
	
Isaac	farmed	at	Riplington	until	he	retired	in	1925,	and	his	son	Arthur	ran	it	until	1956/7	
when	it	was	bought	by	the	Marks	brother.	It	had	been	part	of	the	Bereleigh	Estate;	when	
Major	Reginald	Nicholson	bought	its	400	acres	in	1923,	he	paid	£5,000;	Arthur	Wren	
bought	it	in	1944	for	£8,000.	
	
South Farm 
The	other	East	Meon	farm	to	be	taken	over	by	a	Cumbrian	was	South	Farm,	which	John	
Bonham	Carter	had	bought	from	the	Ecclesiastical	Commissioners	in	1890;	in	1901,	a	
Robert	Bullpit	from	Leyton	in	Essex	was	living	at	South	‘Fairfield’	Farm	with	his	wife	and	
three	children.	‘South	Farm	Cottages’	were	occupied	by	23	people,	including	William	
Blackman,	Carter,	James	Stickland,	Shepherd,	James	Watts.	Shepherd,	George	Morris,	
Under	Shepherd,	John	and	Reginald	Moody,	both	Under-carters	and	James	Collins,	
Carter-on-farm.		
	
In	September	1905,	George	and	Mary	Atkinson	were	farming	40	acres	at	Skelgill,	5	miles	
south	west	of	Keswick;	they	now	took	over	568	acres	at	South	Farm	at	a	rent	of	10/-	
(50p)	an	acre.	John	Bonham	Carter	died	that	year	and	they	secured	the	tenancy	from	his	
executors.	They	could	not	move	south	until	March	1906	and	Isaac	Wren	ran	the	farm	on	
his	behalf	for	6	months.		
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Fig	2.	The	Atkinson	family	in	front	of	South	Farm.	Centre,	George	Atkinson.	Left	to	right,	back	row,	Hilda	
(Wren),	Nellie	(Hoskings)	middle,	Ethel	(Hobbs),	Mary	Wilson;	front,	George,	Millie,	Joseph,	Elizabeth.	

At	the	sale	of	the	effects	of	the	outgoing	tenant,	Robert	Bullpit,	George	bought	5	steers	at	
£5	each	and	a	further	7	at	£4.5/-	each	(£4.25).	Other	purchases	from	around	the	district	
included	a	water	cart	(£7),	a	tip	cart	(£9)	and	a	saddle	and	bridle	(16/-	or	80p)	
	

	
	

	
The	farm	included	South	Mill,	described	
in	auction	particulars	as	‘The	valuable	
recently	erected	brick	and	slate	turbine	
water	mill,	driving	a	pair	of	gristing	
stones,	having	three	fine	large	stores,	
with	hoists	to	same.’	
	
To	quote	the	journal	“The	Miller”	of	6th		
January	1913:	“A	distressing	occurrence	
is	reported	from	East	Meon,	Nr	
Petersfield.	Mildred,	the	eight-year-old	
daughter	of	Mr	George	Atkinson	was	in	
the	mill	there	with	her	brothers	when	
one	of	them,	not	realising	that	his	sister	
was	near	the	shaft,	started	the	
machinery.	The	child’s	hair	was	caught	in	
the	shaft	and	she	was	killed”.	Her	tiny	
coffin	was	escorted	through	the	streets	
of	East	Meon	by	the	children	of	the	
village	and	she	is	buried	in	All	Saints’	
churchyard.	
		

Figs	3	&	4..	South	Mill	was	rebuilt	in	1897	shortly	
before	the	Atkinson	family	moved	to	East	Meon		
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As	we	have	seen,	these	Cumbrian	farmers	pursued	a	different	farming	policy	from	their	
Hampshire	predecessors,	reducing	the	scale	of	corn	growing	and	concentrating	on	grass	
for	sheep	and	cattle	to	graze.	Corn	was	now	cut	by	reaping	machines,	followed	by	
workers	binding	sheaves	by	hand.	This	new	policy	involved	making	vast	quantities	of	
hay,	and	where	Hampshire	farmers	had	used,	and	continued	to	use,	hurdles	for	folding	
sheep	over	roots,	the	Cumbrians	allowed	their	sheep,	newly-introduced	Lakeland	breeds,	
to	run	free	across	whole	fields.	
	
George	Wilson	Atkinson	took	over	South	Farm	from	his	father	and	in	1928	his	brother	
Joseph	rented	the	adjacent	Lower	Farm.	Map	44	shows	both	the	first	generation	of	
Cumbrian	farmers	and	the	locations	of	their	descendants.	
	
Oxenbourne farms 
Of	the	Oxenbourne	farms	we	have	described,	by	the	end	of	the	nineteenth	century	only	
Lythe	House	was	occupied	by	a	working	farmer:	Richard	Harrison,	from	Middlesex,	with	
his	wife,	four	children	and	two	servants;	in	Kelly’s	Directory	of	1898/9	he	is	described	as	
a	farmer	and	landowner;	by	1901	Lythe	House	was	occupied	by	Gerald	Kingsbury,	29	
years	old,	born	in	London	who	described	himself	in	the	census	as	a	farmer;	that	he	was	
well-to-do	is	shown	by	his	donations	to	the	refurbishment	in	1904	of	All	Saints’	Church	
by	Sir	Ninian	Comper;	he	also	dedicated	a	Litany	Desk	and	Fauldstool	to	the	memory	of	
his	older	brother	who	died	that	year.	In	1911,	Arthur	Broadway	farmed	at	Lythe	House:	
as	we	shall	see,	he	tragically	lost	his	son,	Norton	in	Belgium	on	September	1918.	
	
Estates  
Westbury House - the great fire 
Westbury	House	had	been	bought	from	the	Gage	family	in	1866	by	John	Delaware	Lewis.	
In	1904,	the	Times	of	London	reported	the	heroism	of	his	son,	Colonel	Le	Roy	Lewis,	in	
saving	the	lives	of	his	domestic	staff	from	a	devastating	fire	which	destroyed	the	
Palladian	mansion:	
	
‘The	escape	of	the	occupants	was	most	exciting.	The	French	governess,	who	occupied	a	
bedroom	at	the	rear	of	the	main	part	of	the	house,	raised	the	alarm	at	about	3am.	Her	cries	
were	heard	by	Colonel	Le	Roy-Lewis,	who	immediately	did	what	he	could	to	rouse	the	
family.	Rushing	out	of	his	bedroom	he	found	the	staircase	burning	and	the	corridors	filled	
with	smoke,	and	all	means	of	escape	cut	off.	His	first	impulse	was	to	save	his	five	children,	
and	he	ran	through	the	flames	to	the	children’s	wing	and	found	that	that	part	of	the	house	
was	safe.	Getting	out	of	a	window,	he	scrambled	along	a	narrow	ledge	to	a	stack	pipe,	down	
which	he	slid	to	the	ground,	a	distance	of	about	40	ft.	He	rushed	to	the	stables,	and	with	
some	difficulty	roused	the	stablemen,	and	with	the	aid	of	three	of	them	tried	to	raise	a	
heavy	ladder	to	the	French	governess’	window,	but	it	fell	and	broke.’	
	
‘Owing	to	the	efforts	of	Colonel	Le	Roy-Lewis	himself,	no	lives	were	lost	by	fire,	but	the	
housekeeper,	an	elderly	woman	named	Jane	Henley,	who	had	been	in	the	service	of	the	
family	for	many	years,	died	on	the	roof	from	shock	and	fright	before	she	could	be	rescued.’	
	
	



	 6	

	
Fig	5.	The	aftermath	of	the	fire	at	Westbury	House,	

1904	

The	Times	went	on	to	describe	the	
building	which	had	been	lost:	‘The	
mansion	itself	is	an	old	one,	standing	in	
a	well-wooded	park	of	500	acres,	and	is	
in	the	Queen	Anne	style.	It	contained	
many	fine	pictures	and	some	rich	
carving	by	Gibbons.	Most	of	the	rooms	
were	wainscotted	in	oak,	and	there	was	
a	fine	library.	All	these	have	been	
destroyed,	only	a	few	articles	of	
furniture	being	saved.	The	family	lost	all	
their	personal	belongings.’	
	
The	gallant	Colonel	lost	no	time	in	
rebuilding	the	mansion,	regardless	of	
cost.	Ground-floor	rooms	included	a	
‘saloon	or	lounge’	(45ft	by	27ft),	with	
oak-panelled	walls	and	housing	a	
‘three-manual	organ,	electrically	blown	
…	an	elegant	drawing	room	(72ft	by	
21ft),	fitted	with	mahogany	glazed	
bookcases	of	Chippendale	design…		a	
dining	room	(32ft	by	21ft),	with	painted	
panel	walls;	plus	a	study,	boudoir	and	
billiards	room’….			

Fig	6.	Westbury	House	cricket	team,	1909.	Colonel	
LeRoy	Lewis,	his	wife	and	son,	seated	in	the	centre	

And	so	it	went	on:	three	floors	of	Edwardian	comfort,	including	a	passenger	lift	and	
central	heating.That	methods	of	tending	sheep	had	not	changed	much	since	medieval	
times	is	demonstrated	by	figs	131,	2	&	3.	John	Cook,	was	shepherd	to	Colonel	LeRoy	
Lewis	of	Westbury	House	at	the	beginning	of	the	20th	century;	his	grandson	Jim	Cook	
has	restored	his	grandfather’s	wheeled	hut.	
	

	 	
	

Figs	7	-	9.	John	Cook,	shepherd	to	Westbury	Manor	Farm,	and	the	shepherd’s	hut	he	used,	restored	by	his	
grandson	Jim	Cook	

 
Bereleigh (1) Hudson & Gallup 
Bereleigh	had	been	bought	on	the	death	of	Johanna	Forbes	in	1898	by	a	Colonel	
Hudson,	who	is	mentioned	in	the	Victoria	County	History	which	was	written	in	the	first	
decade	of	the	20th	century.	A	note	by	Thomas	Heywood	Masters,	vicar	in	1904,	records	



	 7	

his	gratitude	that	Hudson,	‘the	new	owner	of	Bereleigh’,	had	‘generously	relinquished	his	
right	to	use	the	well	on	one	of	the	plots’,	to	enable	enlargement	of	the	church	grounds’.	
Hudson	put	the	estate	on	the	market	again	in	1905:	it	is	described	as	‘one	of	the	
prettiest	and	most	attractive	small	Sporting,	Residential	&	Agricultural	Estates	in	the	
South	of	England’,	with	‘A	succession	of	small	coverts	making	the	shooting	one	of	the	most	
attractive	in	a	celebrated	sporting	district.		Hunting,	with	three	packs	of	foxhounds;	
Rabbit	Warren	and	excellent	Partridge	Shooting’.	The	house	is	an	‘Old	Manor	Residence’,	
Park	Farm	is	‘All	that	Very	Attractive	Sporting	Farm’	of,	now,	290	acres;	the	sale	
included	as	separate	lots	Drayton	House,	and	the	Farm	(but	not	the	Mill	and	Bereleigh	
Cottage).	The	Bereleigh	furniture	was	sold	in	a	separate	auction,	and	included	a	billiard	
table,	a	mahogany	dining	room	suite	and	several	mahogany	bookcases,	a	donkey	and	
nearly-new	cart.	
		
By	now	the	Estate	had	acquired	the	western	part	of	Park	Farm,		possibly	when	it	had	
been	sold	after	the	death	of	Henry	Barnard;	the	lands	on	the	eastern	side	of	the	lane	
were	sold	separately	and,	at	the	start	of	the	20th	century,	were	owned	by	
W.G.Nicholson	MP,	who	had	brought	Hud	Smith	from	Cumbria	to	manage	his	estate	at	
Basing	Park.	
	
The	estate	was	now	bought	by	Henry	Curtis	Gallup	who,	according	to	his	son	Peter	(a	
clerk	in	Holy	Orders	at	Winchester)	was	a	‘well-to-do	man	of	leisure	of	no	occupation’	
and	a	former	Master	of	the	Wilton	Hunt.	Peter	related	that	his	father	created	a	‘water	
garden’,	to	which	were	hauled	a	number	of	sarsen	stones	from	War	Hill,	some	weighing	
several	tons	–	which	may	have	come	from	a	prehistoric	site	of	worship’.	The	paving	
stones	had	been	tombstones	which	were	removed	from	Winchester	Cathedral	as	part	
of	a	tidying-up	operation.		
	
Peter	Gallup	also	writes	about	the	cultivation	of	rabbits	at	Bereleigh,	noting	that	‘the	
rabbit	warren	helped	with	the	meal	in	the	winter’.	It	took	quite	an	important	place	in	the	
economy	of	the	shooting	on	the	estate.	It	provided	“off	days”	with	a	ferret	for	one	or	
two	guests	and	days	which	were	easy	and	cheaper	to	manage	–	rather	than	either	
walking	up	the	stubbles	for	partridges	or	drawing	the	pheasants	with	the	ancillary	
arrangements	such	as	beaters	&	stops	and	food	(and	shelters	in	which	to	eat	it).	
	
Sale of Bonham Carter estate 1906 
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Map	2.	Lot	16	of	1906	sale	–	South	and	Lower	

Farms	

Fig	10.	Particulars	of	sale	of	estate	of	John	Bonham	
Carter.	Handwritten	note:	‘no	offer’	

	

As	mentioned,	John	Bonham	Carter	had	died	in	1906,	and	his	property	in	East	Meon	
was	put	up	for	sale.	Lots	15,	16	&	17	were:	‘THE	VALUABLE	FREEHOLD		Agricultural	&	
Sporting	Estate	of1	450	ACRES’	including	‘THE	WELL-KNOWN	GAME	COVERTS	Hyden	
and	Coombe	Woods’	(578	acres),	Hyden	Farm	(67	acres),	South	Farm	(540	acres,	with	
George	Atkinson	as	tenant),	and	Lower	Farm	(260	acres,	with	Sam	Hardy	as	tenant).		
The	estate	did	not	immediately	find	a	buyer	but	was	purchased	in	1908	by	Lord	
Hotham.	He	installed	an	ambitious	water	supply	scheme	including	a	pumping	station	at	
South	Farm,	close	to	the	source	of	the	River	Meon;	this	involved	pumping	the	water	to	a	
reservoir	on	the	top	of	the	downs	at	Salt	Hill,	and	from	there	supplying	by	gravity.	This,	
today,	is	still	the	main	water	supply	for	the	village.	George	Atkinson	was	paid	£5	‘in	
consideration	of	permitting	installation	of	the	pumping	station’.	
All Saints Church 
There	were	evidently	enough	well-to-do	farmers	and	incomers	living	in	East	Meon	at	
the	start	of	the	20th	century	to	fund	substantial	renovation	of	the	church	interior.	The	
vicar	of	All	Saints	from	1902	to	1922,	the	Rev.	Thomas	Heywood	Masters,	engaged	the	
distinguished	church	architect,	Ninian	(later	Sir	Ninian)	Comper.	Comper	was	born	in	
1864	and	died	in	1960,	a	Scotsman	and	a	High	Churchman;	he	was	possibly	the	most	
important	English	church	architect	of	the	20th	century,	albeit	not	well	known	today;	
Nikolaus	Pevsner,	whose	county-by-county	architectural	guides	to	‘The	Buildings	of	
England’	were	published	between	1951	and	1974,	constantly	belittled	Comper’s	work.	
Comper	designed	some	church	buildings,	including	St.	Mary’s,	Wellingborough,	St.	
Cyprian’s,	Clarence	Gate	in	London,	and	St.	Philip,	Cosham,	but	much	of	his	work	lay	in	
restoring	existing	churches.	Comper	was	much	influenced	by	the	Arts	and	Crafts	
movement	associated	with	William	Morris,	and	had	an	interest	not	just	in	architecture,	
but	also	in	church	fabric	and	furnishings.	In	1906,	Comper	designed	a	significant	
number	of	carvings	and	decorations	for	the	church,	including:	
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Figs	11	&	12.	The	carved	screens	surrounding	the	Lady	Chapel,	designed	by	Ninian	Coper,	as	were	…	

	
	

Fig	13.	…	the	stained	glass	in	the	east	window	of	the	Lady	
Chapel	

Fig	14.	…	and	the	lectern,	with	its	carved	angels	

	

 
 
 
 
 
The Great War 
Those who served … 
As	we	shall	see,	Comper	returned	to	East	Meon	after	the	Great	War	to	design	memorials	
to	those	who	had	lost	their	lives.	The	War	Memorial	on	the	High	Street	has	the	

	 names	of	21	young	men,	mostly	the	sons	of	farmers	
or	farm	labourers:		many	had	joined	a	‘Pals’	regiment,	
the	15th	Hampshires.	George	Sylvester	of	Peake	
Farm,	Norton	Broadway	of	Lythe	House	and	Charles	
Collier	of	Hambledon	Farm,	Rogate	lost	their	lives	on	
the	same	day,	in	the	Battle	of	Vierstraat	Ridge,	just	
three	weeks	before	the	Armistice.	They	were	buried	
in	adjoining	graves	at	Ypres.	Albert	Budd	was	the	son	
of	the	publican	of	the	George	Inn;	he	managed	to	
swim	ashore	when	HMS	Bulwark	was	blown	up	at	
Sheerness	but	was	badly	burned	and	injured	and	
died	of	his	wounds	in	1922.	Langrish	boasts	two	VCs,	
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Fi
g	15	East	Meon	War	Memorial	

Sergeant	George	Horlock	lived	in	Laundry	Cottage,	
and	won	his	as	a	member	of	the	Royal	Field	Artillery	
at	the	Marne;	‘Kipper’	Robinson,	who	came	to	live	in	
Langrish	in	later	life,	won	his	in	the	Dardanelles.	
	

Survivors 
Survivors	had	their	own	stories.	Edward	Bone	won	the	DCM	at	Gheluwe	and	later	
worked	on	the	Leydene	estate.	The	eldest	son	of	George	&	Mary	Atkinson,	George	Wilson,	
had	been	taught	at	East	Meon	National	School	and	later	at	Churchers	College	in	
Petersfield.		George	W	lied	about	his	age	to	sign	up	for	the	Hampshire	Regiment	and	he	
too	joined	the	15th	Battalion.	He	was	taken	prisoner	in	March	1918	during	the	German	
Offensive	at	St	Quentin	and	was	posted	as	missing.	By	coincidence,	Albert	Smith,	the	
village	thatcher	who	lived	at	Frogmore,	was	taken	prisoner	in	May	1918	and	met	George	
Wilson	at	a	reception		camp.	In	a	letter	home	to	he	mentioned	that	they	had	met	–	and	
this	was	the	first	indication	the.	Atkinsons	received	that	their	son	was	alive.		

	

	
Fig	16.	GW	Atkinson	before	departing	for	the	front;	
his	cap	carried	the	Hampshire	Regiment	badge	

	
When	he	was	finally	released	home	from	
his	German	prisoner-of-war	camp,	he	
arrived	at	Petersfield	Stationin	the	middle	
of	the	night	and	walked	home	to	South	
Farm,	arriving	unannounced	at	around	
4.30am.	The	herdsman,	Arthur	Dowlen	
and	his	two	sons	Sunner	and	Charlie,	were	
milking	at	that	hour	and	were	very	
surprised	…		
	

The	Vicar,	Rev	Thomas	Heywood	Masters	also	had	a	remarkable	war;	he	was	absent	from	
the	parish	from	1914	–	1918.	Masters	was	49	when	he	volunteered	for	active	service.	
Subsequent	medical	examinations	established	that	he	had	previously	suffered	from	chest	
congestion,	but	this	doesn’t	seem	to	have	prevented	him	being	accepted.	He	served	first	
as	a	Red	Cross	ambulance	driver	and	then,	from	1915,	as	Chaplain	to	the	4th	Army;	he	
served	in	France,	including	the	Somme,	and	was	twice	mentioned	in	despatches.	In	
October	1918,	a	medical	board	sent	him	home	on	three	weeks’	rest	leave,	suffering	from	
debilitation	–	‘rest,	tonic,	change’.	He	still	managed	to	return	to	the	front,	just	in	time	to	
witness	the	end	of	the	war.	
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Another	remarkable	survivor	was	the	owner	of	Bereleigh,	Henry	Curtis	Gallup,	who	
volunteered	for	army	service	without	previous	military	experience;	he	took	his	gardener,	
Mark	Neil,	and	his	chauffeur,	George	Knight,	with	him	to	be	trained	as	gunners.	Since	
officers	were	mounted,	he	also	took	his	favourite	hunter.	Along	with	another	villager,	
blacksmith	Walter	Lambert,	they	were	despatched	overseas	to	join	the	British	and	Indian	
forces	in	Mesopotamia.	In	December	1915	they	were	besieged	by	the	Turks	in	the	town	
of	Kut---al-Amara,	on	a	loop	of	the	River	Tigris;	it	was	reported	in	East	Meon’s	parish	
magazine:	‘We	are	sorry	to	hear	that	Mark	Neil	and	George	Knight	have	been	wounded.	It	
appears	that	they,	with	Mr.	Gallup,	are	besieged	in	Kut-al-Amara,	but	we	are	told	that	all	is	
well	with	the	garrison’.	After	four-and-a-half	months,	the	garrison	was	forced	to	
capitulate;	the	Turks	separated	officers	from	men;	officers	were	taken	by	boat	up	the	
Tigris,	the	half-starved	other	ranks	set	off	on	foot	towards	Turkey	and	hundreds	died	
from	lack	of	food.	Nothing	is	known	of	Neil	and	Knight,	and	Gallup	returned	from	two-
and-a-half-years	as	a	prisoner-of-war	a	changed	man.	
	
The Home Front 
Before	the	Great	War,	60%	of	Britain’s	food	had	been	imported.	German	U	Boats	wrought	
havoc	with	shipping,	sinking	an	average	of	300,000	tons	a	month.	Food	shortages	were	
critical,	and	farmers	were	under	pressure	to	increase	their	output.	100,000	acres	of	
allotments	were	created,	and	seed	potatoes	issued	so	that	families	at	home	could	grow	
food	to	fill	the	gap.		A	local	lad,	Harry	Edwards,	recorded	being	given	a	week	off	school	to	
cultivate	his	mother’s	vegetable	patch;	he	also	collected	acorns	which	he	sold	to	farmers	
as	pig	food.	Kelly’s	Directory	for	1915	lists	17	farmers	in	the	parish	of	East	Meon	and	
many	villagers	still	worked	on	the	land	or	in	trades	supplying	farms;	farm	workers	were	
exempted	from	conscription	when	it	was	introduced	in	1916	but	they		lost	their	‘exempt’	
status	in	1917	and	women	were	enlisted	to	work	on	farms:	Lloyd	George	said	that	year.	
“Every	woman	who	has	the	great	gift	of	youth	and	strength	…	if	she	lives	in	a	village,	let	her	
go	out	and	work	in	the	fields	from	her	home.	If	she	can	give	her	whole	time,	let	her	join	the	
ranks	of	the	Land	Army.”	Many	farms	lost	their	horses	when	‘remount	squadrons’	swept	
through	the	countryside,	conscripting	horses	to	provide	the	Army	with	the	6	million	
horses	which	served	at	the	Front.		Strict	rationing	was	introduced	in	1918.	
	



	 12	

Peace time 
When	the	Rev.Masters	returned	from	
the	War,	he	commissioned	Comper	
to	design	the	great	East	window	of	
All	Saints	Church.	It	depicts	the	coats	
of	arms	and	patron	saints	of	the	
countries	who	formed	the	alliance	
which	defeated	Germany	and	its	
allies.	It	was	and	remains	an	unusual	
and	unique	commission.	The	window	
was	dedicated	in	1921.		
	
Masters	became	the	only	the	second	
Provost	of	Portsmouth	Cathedral,	
after	the	foundation	of	the	diocese	in	
1927.		
	
	
	
Fig	17.	Sir	Ninian	Comper’s	East	Window	of	

All	Saints	Church	

	
	

	

Comper	also	designed	the	War	
Memorial,	which	was	dedicated	in	
1921.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Fig	18.	Dedication	of	War	Memorial	in	1921.	

	

Bereleigh (2) Nicholson  
Those	who	returned	from	the	Great	War	found	a	changed	country.	Many	estates	were	
broken	up	as	a	result	of	death-duties	and	taxation;	prices	which	had	been	in	guaranteed	
in	wartime	were	abandoned	and	wheat	imports	from	abroad	resumed.	Henry	Curtis	
Gallup	could	no	longer	afford	his	pre-war	lifestyle	and	put	Bereleigh	on	the	market.		
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Map	3.	Bereleigh	Estate	in	1918,	now	including	part	
of	Park	Farm.	W.G.	Nicholson	of	Froxfield	Park	owns	

part	of	what	had	been	Park	Farm.	

The	estate	was	described	in	the	sales	
particulars	in	terms	similar	to	those	when	
he	had	bought	the	estate	thirteen	years	
previously	–	though	a	note	of	caution	was	
added	concerning	the	status:	‘The	Manor,	
or	reputed	Manor	of	Bereleigh’.	The	estate	
had	inherited	from	Park	Farm	rental	
payable	to	the	Rector	of	Morestead	each	
year	of	£8.	4s	8d	…	It	is	stated	under	
‘Society’	that	‘Many	County	families	live	
within	easy	reach’.	These	included	
W.G.Nicholson	MP,	of	Froxfield	Park,	whom	
we	have	already	met;	he	was	a	member	of	
the	Nicholson	Gin	family;	he	held	
substantial	lands	in	Privett,	Froxfield	and	
Bordean,	bordering	Bereleigh	to	the	north	
and	east	(including	the	land	which	had	
been	part	of	Park	Farm.)	It	was	the	MP’s	
brother	Reginald	Nicholson	who	bought	
Bereleigh	for	twenty	thousand	pounds,	the	
equivalent	of	£10,230	in	today’s	money.	

	

	
	

	

	
	
Figs	19	-	21,	Photographs	of	Bereleigh	House	

from	the	1918	sales	particulars	

Leydene Estate (1) 
The	largest	landowners	after		the	Diocese	of	Winchester	were	Viscount	Robert	and	
Eleanor,	Dowager	Countess	Peel	who,	starting	in	1913,	bought	over	10,000	acres	of	land	
to	the	south	of	East	Meon	and,	in	the	spring	of	1914,	started	building	Leydene	House	at	
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the	top	of	Hyden	Hill.	(The	extent	of	their	estate	can	be	seen	in	these	four	plans,	maps	48	
–	51,	from	the	1953	sales	particulars	when	the	land	was	sold	after	the	death	of	Lady	
Peel.)	
	

	

Map	4,	land	south	of	the	
village,	from	sales	
particulars	when	the	

Leydene	Estate	was	sold	
after	Lady	Peel’s	death	in	

1953	

	

	

	

Map	5,	Ramsdean,	
Oxenbourne	and	Hyden	
Wood,	including	Leydene	

House	
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Map	6,	land	to	the	south	of	
Map	48,	Chidden	and	

Coombe	

	
	

Map	7,	to	the	west	of	Maps	
48	&	49,	Whitewool	Farm,	

Old	Winchester	Hill	

	
	

Lord	Peel	was	a	rising	politician,	
subsequently	to	become	Secretary	of	
State	for	India	under	Lloyd	George,	
Lord	Privy	Seal,	and	Chairman	of	the	
Peel	Commission	which	
recommended	the	partitioning	of	
Palestine.	He	had	married	in	1899	
the	daughter	of	Lord	Ashton,	a	multi-
millionaire	who	had	made	his	money	
from	the	manufacture	of	linoleum.	
Ashton	settled	on	Eleanor	the	sum	of	
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Fig	22.	William	Robert	
Wellesley	Peel	

Fig	23.	Eleanor	Dowager	
Countess	Peel	

£800,000–	tens	of	millions	in	today’s	
money.		

The	marriage	appears	to	have	been	one	of	convenience	–	his	political	career	and	her	
money.	Work	began	on	the	construction	of	Leydene	House	in	1913,	using	local	labour	to	
level	the	land	and	lay	foundations.	Lord	and	Lady	Peel	took	over	a	farmhouse	at	Coombe	
Cross	to	supervise	the	building	but	it	ceased	with	the	outbreak	of	the	First	World	War.		
	

	

After	the	war,	work	resumed,	with	a	
large	body	of	artisans	and	workmen,	
steam	tractors	and	lorries,	moving	
chalk	and	fetching	supplies.	Belgian	
limestone	was	landed	at	
Littlehampton,	brought	by	train	to	
Havant,	and	thence	by	lorry.	Bricks	
were	made	by	the	Rowlands	Brick	
Works.	As	an	acknowledgment	of	the	
source	of	the	money	which	made	the	
building	possible,	the	rose	garden	
was	laid	out	in	the	design	of	Lord	
Ashton’s	best-selling	linoleum.	
	

Fig	24.	Leydene	House	with	the	rose	garden	laid	out	in	the	
pattern	of	Lord	Ashton’s	linoleum	

	

	

Lady	Peel	had	engaged	the	
fashionable	Hooydonk	Brothers	to	
design	Leydene;	described	as	
‘Decorative	Artists’,	they	had	created	
elaborate	interior	schemes	for	the	
moneyed	classes.	Their	most	notable	
contribution	was	the	double-spiral	
staircase	in	the	spacious	entrance	
hall;	this	was	constructed	by	a	firm	in	
Gosport.	
	

Fig	25.	The	double	staircase	designed	by	the	Hooydonk	
Brothers	

	

	

	
Fig	26.	Rare	snapshot	of	Lady	Peel	

Although	Leydene	saw	a	succession	of	
important	house	guests,	including	
Winston	Churchill	(whom	Lady	Peel	
didn’t	much	like),	Lord	Peel	spent	
most	of	his	time	in	London	whilst	
Lady	Peel	divided	her	time	between	
Leydene	and	Scotland,	where	she	
fished	for	salmon.	Except	when	
entertaining	guests,	Lady	Peel	led	a	
life	of	Spartan	simplicity.	She	was	a	
fresh	air	fanatic	–	her	usual	lunch	was	
a	bowl	of	soup,	served	in	all	weathers		
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on	an	outdoor	terrace.	She	went	out	of	her	way	to	avoid	social	contact	and	dressed	‘like	a	
tramp’	in	ankle-length	shabby	black	clothes.	She	preferred	the	company	of	her	pedigree	
Saddleback	pigs	to	that	of	people,	and	although	she	had	a	son	and	a	daughter,	had	little	
liking	for	children,	her	own	or	other	people’s.	It	is	possible	that	P.G.	Wodehouse	had	Lady	
Peel	and	her	Saddlebacks	in	mind	when	he	created	the	character	of	Lord	Emsworth’s	
sister,	Lady	Constance	Keeble,	and	their	prize	pig,	the	Empress	of	Blanding.	
	
Lord	Peel	died	in	1937,	after	which	Lady	Peel	spent	most	of	her	time	at	Hendersdyke	
Park,	near	Kelso	in	the	lowlands	of	Scotland,	where	she	indulged	her	passion	for	salmon	
fishing.	She	died	in	1949;	both	are	buried	in	the	graveyard	of	All	Saints.	Tenants	
remembered	the	Peels	as	good	landlords	who	had	commissioned	many	alterations	and	
repairs	on	the	properties	they	owned.		
	
Oxenbourne House 
One	of	these	was	Upper	House	Farm,	which	had	been	occupied	since	1911	by	Thornton	
Hassell,	a	retired	bank	manager,	and	his	wife,	his	85-year-old	mother	and	two	domestic	
servants.	In	the	following	decade,	it	became	Oxenbourne	House:	Kelly’s	Directory	of	1921	
shows	Thornton	Hassell	among	the	‘gentlemen’	of	East	Meon,	the	resident	of	Oxenbourne	
House.	Presumably	it	was	during	Hassell’s	tenancy	that	Geoffrey	Lupton	was	engaged	to	
refurbish	the	farmhouse	in	the	Arts	and	Crafts	style.	Lupton	was	one	of	the	original	
pupils	at	Bedales	School	who	later	returned	to	set	up	a	furniture-making	workshop	on	
Cockshott	Lane	in	Froxfield,	and	who	built	the	iconic	Red	House,	also	on	Cockshott	Lane,	
for	the	poet	Edward	Thomas.	After	the	death	of	Ernest	Gimson	Lupton	took	over	the	
building	of	the	iconic	Library	at	Bedales	School	and	of	Lupton	Hall.	In	the	1920s,	Lupton’s	
friend	and	associate	Edward	Barnsley	took	over	his	workshop	which	produced	the	
woodwork	at	Oxenbourne	House,	notably	a	handsome	staircase	as	well	as	the	wooden	
pillars	supporting	the	South	Gable.	It	is	to	be	assumed	that	the	cost	of	these	alterations,	
which	would	not	have	been	inexpensive,	were	met	by	the	Peel	estate.		

	 	
Fig	27.	Oxenbourne	House,	from	1953	sales	

particulars	
Fig	28.	Oxenbourne	House,	1953	

Lower Farm 
During	the	Great	War	and	after	it,	Lower	Farm	was	let	by	the	Peels	to	a	colourful	figure,	
Sam	Hardy	MFH.	His	family	had	made	a	fortune	in	Australia	and	he	had	a	large	house	on	
the	Spain	in	Petersfield.		From	April	to	late	September	each	year	he	moved	his	whole	
household	into	Lower	Farm.	The	current	owner	of	Lower	Farm,	George	Atkinson,	relates:	
“He	used	to	keep	the	Hursley	Hambledon	hounds	at	Lower	Farm	and	stable	the	horses	in	the	
pubs	and	in	West	Meon.	He	used	to	take	a	pack	of	hounds	to	the	Isle	of	Wight.	He	liked	
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nothing	better	than	a	hard	day’s	hunting,	come	back	and	get	his	butler	to	pull	his	boots	off,	
full	of	water,	and	sit	down	and	play	the	pianola	which	is	in	my	house	now.”		
	
Hardy’s	footman,	Harry	Walter	Edwards,	later	wrote	his	memories	of	his	boss:	“The	
village	pub	with	its	stables	had	to	accommodate	the	grooms	and	horses,	there	were	a	
coachman,	4	grooms	and	2	stable	lads,	my	boss	used	to	drive	a	4	in	hand	coach	yellow	and	
black	with	4	beautiful	black	horses	pulling	it,	the	coachman	and	2	grooms	in	their	green	
livery,	also	a	horn	blower	in	scarlet	coat,	a	gray	top	hat,	every	now	and	then	he	would	burst	
forth	with	a	fanfare	you	could	hear	them	coming	for	miles	along	the	country	roads	it	was	
really	a	wonderful	sight.”	
	
Edwards	also	recalled:	“It	was	a	lovely	old	farm	house,	no	electric	only	oil	lamps	in	all	the	
rooms	I	had	about	30	lamps	to	clean	and	fill	each	morning	which	took	quite	a	time	
especially	those	lamps	in	the	drawing	room	which	were	standard	lamps	on	silver	bases,	the	
only	lights	in	the	dining	room	were	candles	in	brackets	on	the	walls	and	candelabras	on	the	
table	which	held	12	candles.	I	must	admit	they	gave	a	lovely	glow	and	the	effect	on	the	
silver	was	wonderful.”	
	

	

Hardy	entertained	on	the	grand	scale.	
George	Atkinson	describes	how	Hardy	
converted	the	green	store-house	into	a	
ballroom	“It	had	a	sprung-lined	dance	floor	
and	it	was	paper-lined”.	He	hired	the	top	
dance	band	of	the	period,	the	Savoy	
Orpheans,	and	Sir	Harry	Lauder	to	
entertain	his	guests,	who	included	Edward	
and	Wallis	Simpson.	“In	one	weekend	they	
got	through	120	crates	of	champagne;	the	
butler	had	to	go	round	with	a	wheelbarrow,	
picking	up	the	champagne	corks.”	Edwards	
again:	“None	of	the	indoor	staff	were	
allowed	to	be	seen	by	him	out	on	the	lawns	
or	even	on	the	landings	after	10.00am.	It		

Fig	29.	Lower	Farm	with	the	store-house	which	
Hardy	converted	into	a	ballroom	

was	a	considered	fact	that	all	cleaning	and	work	through	the	front	of	the	house	should	all	
be	finished	by	9.30am,	and	if	it	wasn’t	then	the	butler	would	want	to	know	why.”	
	
Hardy	fell	out	spectacularly	with	his	neighbour,	the	miller	at	Frogmore,	George	Silk,	
resulting	in	a	colourful	court	case	“Hardy	versus	Silk”.	Silk	was	entitled	to	control	water	
from	upstream,	but	Sam	Hardy	had	built	himself	a	“posh”	new	pond	and	denied	access	to	
Silk.	In	exasperation,	Silk	went	up	to	open	the	sluices	himself,	Hardy	sent	out	his	
gardener	to	prevent	him,	and	Silk	threw	him	into	the	said	pond!	Silk	was	found	guilty	of	
assault	but	was	only	bound	over;	Silk	then	sued	Hardy	and	a	judgement	by	the	House	of	
Lords	awarded	him	damages	of	£1.	
	
Hardy	eventually	ran	through	his	family	fortune	and	Lady	Peel	was	able	to	get	rid	of	her	
difficult	tenant;	Joseph	Atkinson,	brother	of	George	W,	took	over	Lower	Farm	in	1928,	
renting	300	acres	for	£216,	or	72p	per	acre.	The	Atkinson	brothers	also	rented	the	
grazing	rights	on	Hockham	and	Small	Down,	for	just	under	£35	an	acre.	
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The	abolition	in	1921	of	guaranteed	wartime	prices	and	the	resumption	of	wheat	
imports	meant	a	corresponding	fall	in	agricultural	wages,	which	even	at	their	height	had	
only	been	around	50%	of	the	national	wage.	The	recessions	of	the	1920s	caused	farmers	
both	to	lay	off	workers	and	to	mechanize	even	further;	by	1924	only	one	in	fourteen	
people	worked	on	the	land,	and	those	who	did	could	ill	afford	housing.		
	
Farm Cottages 
The	trend	had	continued	of	country	cottages	being	taken	over	by	better-off	people	
migrating	from	towns.	In	1927,	S.	L.	Bensusan	wrote	in	‘Latter	Day	Rural	England’	that	“in	
village	after	village,	cottages	are	no	longer	occupied	by	people	who	work	the	land	but	by	
incomers.”	“Thirty	years	ago,	all	these	cottages	belonged	to	the	agricultural	labourers,	who	
paid	from	fifteen	pence	to	two	shillings	a	week	rent;	today	they	are	rented,	they	fetch	from	
£20	to	£30	a	year.”		
	
Lloyd	George’s	government	was	committed	provide	housing	for	farm	workers	and	tried	
to	address	the	perennial	problem	of	providing	cottages	which	farm	workers	could	afford.	
Rural	District	Councils	were	given	responsibility	for	building	thousands	of	‘mean	little	
council	houses’,	as	one	author	described	them,	adjacent	to	the	farms	in	which	the	
labourers	worked.		Councils	took	the	view	that	the	provision	of	warm,	dry	
accommodation	at	a	low	cost,	with	decent	sanitation	and	a	clean	water	supply,	could	only	
be	achieved	at	the	expense	of	individuality	and	picturesque	design	
	
Competitions	were	run	for	affordable	cottage	designs,	experimenting	with	cheaper	
materials	–	St	Loe	Strachey	of	‘The	Spectator’	designed	a	basic	cottage	for	£150	using		

	

	

concrete	blocks.	Another	architect,	Percy	Morley	Horder,	
proposed	a	square	two-bedroomed	bungalow	built	from	clay	
lump	(clay	mixed	with	straw,	pressed	into	moulds).	Horder	
had	made	his	name	and	income	designing	public	buildings	
like	the	University	of	Nottingham	and	building	or	adapting	
country	houses	like	Upton	House	in	Warwickshire.	He	too	
was	a	member	of	the	Arts	and	Crafts	movement	which	
considered	‘modern’	design	and	materials	inappropriate	to	
building	cottages.	He	worked	with	the	Labour	politician	Sir	
Stafford	Cripps	and	local	stonemason	George	Swynford	to	
provide	council	housing	in	the	village	of	Filkins	in	
Oxfordshire.	Cripps	insisted	that	the	buildings	be	in	keeping	
with	local	vernacular	tradition	and	made	of	stone,	which	was	
quarried	on	his	own	land;	he	met	the	extra	cost	out	of	his	
own	pocket.	Fig	30.	Architect	Percy	Morley	

Horder	
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Many	of	the	more	modest	cottages	in	East	
Meon	had	been	bought	by	the	Portsea	
Island	Mutual	Cooperative	Society	and	
allowed	to	fall	into	disrepair.		Morley	
Horder	bought	several	of	these	and	
restored	them.		
	
Fig	31.	Court	Farm	in	the	1900s,	engraving	from	the	

Victoria	County	History	

	 	

	 	
Figs	32	&	33	Cottages	on	Workhouse	Lane,	and	Hockley	Cottages,	rescued	by	Morley	Horder	

	

	

	

One	of	the	houses	he	restored	was	
Riverside,	one	of	the	oldest	dwellings	in	the	
village	Morley	Horder	decided	that	East	
Meon	lacked	a	good	butcher,	so	he	
persuaded	West	Meon’s	butcher,	Mr	Wyatt,	
to	come	to	the	village	and	established	him	
in	Riverside.	Leal	Wyatt	described	how	the	
outbuildings	served	his	father	as	cowshed	
and	abattoir.	“There	was	a	small	paddock	
and	they	were	kept	in	a	small	barn;	there	
was	another	door	to	the	slaughterhouse.”		Fig	34.	Riverside,	converted	into	a	butcher’s	shop	

	

The	gutter	still	exists	where	the	blood	
flowed.	“In	my	father’s	day	they	were	
butchers	from	seeing	it	on	the	hoof,	turned	
out	in	a	field,	he	was	a	very	good	judge	of	
what	the	meat	would	turn	out	when	it	was	
on	the	table.	Today,	they	are	more	cutters	
than	butchers.”	Buildings	for	farm	
equipment	and	animals	were	being	
adapted	for	larger	machines	and	to	
accommodate	increasingly	mechanised	
methods	of	feeding	and	milking	stock.	

One	of	the	houses	he	restored	was	
Riverside,	one	of	the	oldest	dwellings	in	
the	village	(p44);	Morley	Horder	decided	
that	East	Meon	lacked	a	good	butcher,	so	
he	persuaded	West	Meon’s	butcher,	Mr	
Wyatt,	to	come	to	the	village	and	
established	him	in	Riverside.	Leal	Wyatt	
described	how	the	outbuildings	served	his	
father	as	cowshed	and	abattoir.	“	There	
was	a	small	paddock	and	they	were	kept	
in	a	small	barn;	there	was	another	door	to	
the	slaughterhouse.“		
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Fig	35.	The	outbuildings	at	Riverside	 	
	

Hill Hampton – the Jones family 
Hilhampton	Farm	was	bought	in	1918	by	George	Edward	Jones,	who	had	previously	
worked	at	a	dairy	farm	in	Exton.	‘Owned,	not	rented’	was	the	proud	boast	–	it	had	been	
owned	previously	by	Magdalen	College	and	had	not	been	bought	by	the	Peels.		It	was	then	
120	acres;	George	bought	the	adjoining	Rookham	Farm	at	the	same	time,	and	in	1926,	
Lower	House	Farm	which	was	also	adjoining.			His	son	Stanley	Eli	leased	Hilhampton	from	
him,	while	George	continued	farming	Lower	House	and	Rookham	Farms	with	the	other	
brother,	another	George.	The	father	died	in	1955,	and	Stanley	inherited	Hilhampton,	which	
was	then	about	150	acres;	Stanley	and	his	three	sons	also	farmed	a	further	300	acres	
nearby.	It	was	a	‘general	mixed	farm’	with	a	Fresian	milking	herd	of	43	or	more	and	some	
Longhorn	beef	cattle,	Some	300	ewes,	Welsh	half-breeds	and	some	Hampshire	Downs	
which	continued	to	be	‘hurdled’,	folded	onto	roots	and	other	crops,	as	farmers	had	done	a	
century	earlier.	The	Joneses,	father	and	son,	practiced	three-year	rotation,	two-thirds	corn	
and	one-third	sheep	or	fallow.	Some	of	the	land	was	permanent	pasture.	(Stanley	
remembered	as	a	youth	hearing	East	Meon	families	passing	his	window	at	4.30	am,	
heading	for	the	hop	fields	in	Weston	at	picking	time.)		
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The	size	of	the	herd	was	dictated	by	the	
number	which	could	be	tied	up	in	the	
original	cowsheds	at	Hilhampton	(Map	8).	
The	farmyard	was	not	enclosed;	during	the	
19th	century,	many	farms	were	laid	out	in	
an	‘L’	shape	for	efficiency.		The	cowhouse,	
granary	and	stables	were	built	in	a	line,	
with	service	areas	next	to	the	house.		There	
is	a	drop	of	five	feet	from	the	western	pond	
to	the	others,	and	traces	of	what	might	have	
been	a	mill	building	next	to	the	stream	
between	them.	Malmstone	was	dug	from	
the	lower	pond,	probably	when	the	
farmhouse	was	built	in	the	18th	century.	
	
Richard	Jones	took	over	the	farm	from	
his	father	in	1969;	this	is	his	guide	to	the	
buildings	in	which	his	family	housed	the	
dairy	herd	and	working	horses	

	

	
Map	8	and	key.	Layout	of	Hilhampton	Farm	in	the	

19th	century	

	

	
	

Fig	36.	Stables	and	cowshed	

“First,	as	you	approach	from	the	south,	
there	was	a	calf	shed,	which	we	replaced	
with	modern	building.	Then	came	the	
granary,	on	staddle	stones	(fig	70)	where	
we	used	to	keep	poultry,	pig	and	sheep	
feeds,	to	be	made	into	pellets	or	nuts,	kept	in	
bags	and	stacked	against	the	sides.	After	the	
granary,	there	was	a	gap	to	the	left,	leading	
to	the	rickyard;	the	turkeys	were	kept	here.	
The	next	buildings	(fig	161)	had	a	stable,	
with	four	stalls	plus	a	foaling	box;	there	was	
a	loft	over	it	into	which	hay	was	forked	up,	
then	down	into	the	racks	for	horses	to	feed.”	

	

	

	

“The	other	part	of	that	building	was	a	pen	
for	cows,	six	on	each	side,	with	the	loft	
over.	Then,	at	the	end	of	the	block,	came	
the	cake	house,	a	small	room,	where	we	
mixed	up	the	daily	ration	of	feed.	The	first	
section	of	the	next	building	(fig	164),	with	
a	lower	roof,	was	a	long	pen	for	15	cows,	
linked	to	an	older	section	with	a	higher	
roof	(fig	163),	which	has	the	oldest	
timbers	and	had	a	calving	pen.		

	
Figs	37	&	8.		Old	stable	
door	and	hay	loft	above		

upper	cowshed	

Farmhouse layouts

Farmhouse

Services

Barn

Cowhouse

Stables

Carthouse

Granary

Miscellaneous

Pond, stream

Orchard

Road
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There	were	tie-ups	on	the	wall	for	the	
cows,	with	their	calves	behind	them;	they	
were	bucket-fed	for	six	to	eight	weeks.	
Next	to	them	was	the	brick	dairy	and	
engine	room.	The	milk	went	to	the	dairy	
where	it	was	cooled	and	poured	into	the	
churns.	The	warm	water	was	pumped	to	
the	roof	and	then	out	to	the	pens	to	water	
the	cows,	which	was	better	for	them	in	
winter.”	
	
“Next,	where	the	car	ports	are	now	was	
the	bullpen	which	had	a	domed	roof,	40’	
by	60’,	and	held	10	cows,	and	a	loose	box;	
next	to	the	farmhouse	was	another	cow	
pen	for	6	cows.	In	1938	it	had	no	
electricity,	no	running	water	…”	
	

Fig	39.	Cow	sheds	and	parlour		

	
	

	
	

Map	9.	Hill	Hampton	farm.	Ordnance	Survey,	2013	

	

The	new	buildings	made	it	possible	to	
grow	the	herd	pedigree	cows.	The	4-unit	
milking	parlour,	built	in	1964/5,	made	it	
possible	to	loose-house	the	cows	in	the	
barn	instead	of	having	them	tied	up	
during	the	winter.	Bull	calves	were	then	
taken	away	to	be	sold	and	fattened	
elsewhere.		
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Fig	40.	Richard	Jones,	with	staddle	

stone	from	Hill	Hampton	

Richard	described	how	his	father	“grew	about	8	acres	of	
winter	fodder	for	the	cows	and	was	very	good	at	growing	
roots	and	kale	and	won	the	local	farmers’	cup	for	the	most	
points	for	crops	grown	in	one	year,	which	was	an	
achievement	for	a	150-acre	farm	up	against	farmers	who	
had	1,000	acres	and	more.	He	grew	an	acre	of	what	was	
called	white	horse-tooth	maize	which	he	fed	to	the	cattle	
from	September	1st	until	it	ran	out;	he	cut	it	by	hand	he	put	
it	into	bundles	and	put	in	front	of	the	cows	in	the	cow	pens;	
so	many	of	the	plants	were	laid	one	way,	and	so	many	the	
other	way,	and	then	tied	together,	and	that	bundle	was	
thrown	in	front	of	the	cows	so	that	each	cow,	left	and	right,	
had	a	top	end	and	a	bottom	end	to	chew	on.”	
	
They	reared	between	30	and	40	heifers	each	year,	and	
often	exported	them	as	down-calving	heifers	to	the	
continent.	They	also	kept	a	flock	of	up	to	60	Hampshire	
down	sheep,	Oxford	Sandy	&	Black	pigs,	and	Dorking	
chickens.	Richard	grew	the	poultry	business	and	when	he	
moved,	in	1989,	to	Hyden	Farm,	established	a	thriving	
Christmas	turkey	(up	to	250	turkeys)	&	geese	trade.	
Richard	Jones	also	described	how	the	family	continued	to	
keep	working	horses	well	into	the	machine	age.		
	

“There	was	Phyllis,	an	old	mare,	who	had	damaged	her	leg	and	we	had	to	have	a	special	shoe	
made	for	her,	one	of	which	I’ve	still	got,		and	then	there	was	Captain,	he	was	a	young	gelding,	
he	was	never	actually	broken	properly,	because	the	tractor	side	of	the	business	had	taken	
over,	before	he	came	into	full	work,	and	Darkie,	another	mare	that	we	had,	and	she	still	
worked;	we	used	her	for	feeding	the	cattle,	bringing	the	fodder	in	from	the	field,	during	the	
winter	months,	kale	and	so	on.	The	advantage	of	horses,	when	you’re	working	on	your	own,	a	
horse	will	stand	at	a	gate	whilst	you	go	and	open	it,	and	will	then	walk	through	the	gate	on	
its	own,	and	stop	the	other	side	so	that	you	could	close	the	gate	and	then	continue	with	your	
work	whereas	with	a	tractor	you	have	to	get	on	and	off,	on	and	off	all	the	time.	Darkie	was	an	
incredibly	good	horse	for	hoeing	mangles	and	swedes	and	that	sort	of	thing;	she	could	walk	a	
straight	line	very	accurately	without	damaging	the	plants	and	Dad	used	to	like	her	
particularly	for	that	job.	She	died	eventually	of	old	age	and	that	was	the	end	of	horses.”	
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Oxenbourne Farm – the Berry family 
	

	

Fig	41.	Oxenbourne	farmhouse	today	

For	three	generations,	The	Jones’	western	
neighbours	were	the	Berry	family	of	
Oxenbourne	Farm.	When	John	Christmas	
died	in	1876,	his	executors	(‘devisees’)	
drew	up	a	deed	of	covenant	with	John	
Bonham	Carter,	who	now	owned	the	land,	
and	‘John	Berry	of	Andover,	gent’,	who	was	
already	‘using’	the	land.		
	
	

His	son	Henry	married	Mary	the	daughter	of	William	Weeks,	of	Upper	House	Farm	in	1891,	
and	is	listed	in	Kelly’s	1898	directory	as	farmer	of	Oxenbourne	and	Hilhampton	Farm	(as	
John	Christmas	had	been	before	him).Henry	showed	a	keen	interest	in	sport,	a	trait	he	
passed	on	to	his	children;	he	ran	an	Oxenbourne	cricket	team	on	a	field	opposite	his	farm.	
By	1900,	Henry	Berry	was	farming	1500	acres,	and	moved	to	Manor	Farm,	Langrish,	while	
his	son	Philip	took	over	Oxenbourne	Farm.	He	belonged	to	the	Hampshire	Down	Sheep	
Society	and	bred	prize-winning	sheep,	some	of	which	were	exported	the	Argentine	and	
Czechoslovakia;	he	also	kept	as	many	as	15	shire	horses	of	which	he	sold	one	or	two	each	
year	at	Petersfield’s	Taro	market.	Philip	was	badly	wounded	at	Gallipoli	and	his	brother	
Richard	died	on	his	way	back	rom	Gallipoli	and	was	buried	in	Italy.	In	War	II	Philip	served	
in	the	Home	Guard.	
	
Philip’s	daughter	Bessie	Tucker	told	historian	Freddie	Standfield:	“by	the	time	the	Berry	
farmland	passed	to	my	father,	it	had	shrunk	in	area,	due	to	my	grandfather	(Henry)	having	
provided	for	his	widow	and	an	unmarried	daughter.	The	shrinkage	continued	during	my	
father’s	life,	mainly	because	he	could	not	bring	himself	to	abandon	traditional	farming	
methods.	He	hated	the	thought	of	putting	a	man	out	of	work.	During	the	great	slump	he	had	
become	short	of	capital	and	in	1930	he	sold	the	whole	farm	to	Lady	Peel,	with	a	lease-back,	
and	after	her	death,	re-purchased	several	hundred	acres.”	
	
Bessie	also	recorded:	“from	the	time	the	Council	took	over	roads	in	the	1880s	till	the	second	
war	there	was	a	demand	for	flints	for	metalling,	and	apparently	a	never-ending	source	along	
the	downs	so	flint-picking	became	a	steady	casual	job,	paid	as	piece	work,	and	all	
transactions	were	by	the	cubic	yard,	and	it	was	commonplace	to	see	pyramids	of	flints	in	lines	
just	inside	the	perimeter	fences,	awaiting	council	demands.”	
	
“Gypsy	caravans	were	a	common	sight	too	on	the	verges	of	Harvesting	Lane,	or	more	often	at	
the	end	of	Fishpond	Lane;	they	often	drew	in	when	the	wife	was	about	to	‘go	upstairs’	(their	
expression),	so	the	first	we	knew	of	them	was	a	call	from	the	district	nurse	cadging	clean	
water	and	old	sheets.	They	were	not	well	received	by	my	father	or	grandfather:	hedges	were	
mutilated	for	first,	horses	turned	to	graze	on	grass	laid	up	for	hay,	curses	and	paper	flowers	
distributed	among	the	superstitious	cottages	and	mounds	of	litter	left	behind.”		
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The	family	was	prominent	in	the	village	community.	Henry	was	one	of	the	first	members	of	
East	Meon	parish	council	in	1895,	and	continued	for	30	years,	followed	after	his	death	for	
eight	years	by	his	son	Philip,	who	was	followed	by	his	son	John	for	12	and	his	daughter	
Bessie	for	12	as	well;	she	was	chair	from	1980	–	83.	Figs	167	-		175	reflect	the	range	of	
their	activities.	
	

	
Fig	42.	Edwardian	farming	scene	from	John	Berry’s	collection	

	 	
Fig	43.	Oxenbourne	Farm	Christmas	card	 Fig	45.	WWII	East	Meon	Home	Guard	parades	

in	Petersfield,	Philip	Berry	in	the	back	row,	far	
right	

	
	

Fig	46.	Motorcycle	rally	at	Oxenbourne	Farm,	1950s	 Fig	47.	John	Berry	leading	East	Meon	Cricket	
Club	team	
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Fig	48.	East	Meon	F.C.	John	Berry	third	from	left,	back	row	

©	Chas	White	of	Midhurst	
Fig	49.	1953	Coronation	procession,	left	to	
right,	John,	Pat,	Jean,	and	Dick	Berry	

	 	
Fig	49.	Best	kept	village	award,	1986.	Bessie	Tucker	in	the	
middle.	(Freddie	Standfield,	village	historian,	second	from	

right	

Fig	50..	Little	Folk	group,	1969.	Second	row	
from	the	back:	first	from	left,	Ian	Berry;	fourth,	
Teresa	Berry,	front	row:	second,	Gillian	Berry.	

 
Bereleigh (3) - Nicholsons 
In	1928,	Major	Reginald	Nicholson	signed	a	conveyance	making	over	the	bulk	of	the	
Bereleigh	Estate	to	his	son	Gerald.	He	retained	Bereleigh	House	with	97	acres	of	grounds.	
Drayton	Farm	was	let	to	Ernest	Noyce,	who	later	bought	a	handsome	farmhouse,	built	in	
the	1900s,	at	Colchenna,	close	to	Bereleigh	House;	Ernest	Noyce,	father	and	son,	were	
Farm	Managers	to	the	Bereleigh	Estate.		
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The	Major	played	the	role	of	squire	to	
the	full;	in	the	Village,	serving	as	church	
warden	for	many	years	and	vice	
chairman	of	the	management	
committee	of	the	Village	Institute	(the	
vicar	was	still	the	automatic	chairman.)	
He	managed	the	shooting	range	which	
had	been	built	as	part	of	the	Institute	
during	World	War	I:	in	1929,	when	the	
committee	wanted	to	store	chairs	in	the	
range,	Major	Nicholson’s	permission	
was	needed.	

	
The	Hambledon	foxhounds	met	at	
Bereleigh	in	the	1920s	and	in	1934	the	
cream	of	Hampshire	society	attended	
the	wedding	of	Joan,	the	only	daughter	
of	Reginald	and	Lady	Margaret	
Nicholson,	and	Peter	Curtis,	late	of	the	
16th/5th	Lancers;	the	ceremony	had	
been	postponed	because	the	
bridegroom	had	been	injured	falling	off	
a	horse	in	the	Military	Cup	race	at	
Sandown..	(The	ceremony	was	
conducted	by	the	Reverend	Thomas	
Heywood	Masters,	Provost	of	
Portsmouth,	who	had	been	the	wartime	
vicar	of	East	Meon	and	who	
commissioned	the	restoration	work	
done	in	the	church	by	Sir	Ninian	
Comper).		In	1939,	Major	Nicholson	was	
appointed	Sherriff	of	Hampshire.	

	

Fig	51.	Major	Reginald	Nicholson	(right)	
leaves	All	Saints	with	Bishop	Partridge	of	

Portsmouth	

	
Fig	52.	Lady	Margaret	Nicholson,	
photographed	by	Hay	Wrightson	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Fig	53.	Ernest	Noyce	with	cattle	on	Drayton	

Meadow	

	
 
 
 
Shops and trades between the wars 
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Fig	56.	Clara	Fisher	photographed	

by	Stan	Smith	Fig	55.	Margery	Lambert	in	
2007,	with	the	map		

	
Map	10.		Her	memory	of	East	Meon	

in	the	1920s	

	
In	2007,	retired	district	nurse	Margery	Lambert	drew	a	map	from	her	memory	of	the	
stores	and	workshops	which	served	East	Meon	in	the	1920s.	It	was	not	geographically	
accurate	but	provide	an	excellent	record	of	shops	and	trades	between	the	war.	Twenty	
years	earlier,	another	long-term	resident,	Clara	Fisher,	born	in	1902,	had	described	to	
Freddie	Stanfield	her	memory	of	life	at	the	time.	
	

	
Map	11..	Shops	and	trades	in	the	1920s	recollected	by	Margery	Lambert	

	
1. (Where East Meon Stores now 

stands) Aburrow – wheelwright, 
cobbler 

2. The Institute and shooting range 
3. Potters General Warehouse, then 

Pinks, Grocery 
4. George Inn 
5. Smiths, Post Office and Grocery 
6. Mrs Micklam, Midwife, Mullard, 

carrier  

7. Bell Inn, Banham, Saddler & Cobbler 
8. Dairy. Fishmonger twice weekly 
9. Coles, Grocery, Confectionery (made 

lead soldiers) 
10. Noble White, Carrier 
11. Parsons, Grocery, Bakery 
12. The New Inn 
13. Granny Luff, Herbalist 
14. Norgate, Butcher 
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15. Hobbs, Dairy 

	
Clara	Fisher	listed:	“four	bakers,	three	
grocers,	a	paraffin	and	hardware	store,	a	
saddler,	two	butchers,	two	mills,	
wheelwrights,	farriers,	a	post	office,	and	
even	a	fish	and	chip	shop,	as	well	as	visits	
from	‘travelling	shops’	selling	fish	and	meat.	
Clothes,	boots	and	shoes	could	be	bought	at	
one	grocery	shop	(Warrens).”		
	
A	dramatic	fire	in	1910	had	destroyed	all	
the	buildings	–	mostly	shops	–	at	the	
western	end	of	the	High	Street.	Potter’s	
General	Storehouse	survived,	and	was	
later	taken	over	by	H.G.	Pink	and	finally	
Mr	Witt,	a	butcher.	
	
	
	
	

	
Fig	57.		1910.		Fire	in	High	Street	

	
Fig	58.	Mrs	Potter	outside	Potter’s	General	

Warehouse	

Thomas	Adam	became	Savage	and	
Parsons,	and	then	Parsons.		Arthur	Smith	
now	ran	the	Post	Office,	opposite	the	
George,	and	also	sold	groceries.		
	
The	saddler’s	shop	was	in	the	High	Street,	
at	‘Old	Bell	Cottage’,	Mr	Banham	coming	
daily	from	West	Meon	to	run	it.	The	great	
collars	worn	by	cart-horses,	and	other	large	
pieces	of	harness	hung	outside	the	shop”	
	

	

Fig	59.	Delivery	in	Frogmore	by	Savage	&	Parsons	

	
Clara	again:	“My	sister	and	I	belonged	to	a	
glee	class	…	we	met	for	practice	at	Arthur	
Warren’s	House,	called	The	Square	Grocery	
(now	The	Tudor	House)	…”	
	
“Across	the	road,	in	the	heart	of	the	village,	
where	the	garage	now	is	(Glenthorne	House	
courtyard)	was	a	farmyard	belonging	to	
David	Coles	(brother	of	Henry	Coles,	the	 	
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builder,	and	father	of	Cyril	Coles,	the	
author).	He	kept	a	retail	shop	at	what	is	
now	‘The	Gatehouse’	and	sold	sweets,	milk,	
butter	and,	when	he	killed	a	pig,	faggots	
and	offal.	He	had	about	six	to	eight	cows	
that	grazed	on	the	present	Glenthorne	
Meadows	housing	estate.”	
	
“One	carrier,	George	Noble	White,	lived	at	
‘The	White	Cottage’,	High	Street,	and	every	
Tuesday,	Thursday	and	Saturday	did	the	
return	journey	from	East	Meon	to	
Portsmouth,	about	17	miles	each	way.	If	full	
up	with	goods,	he	would	only	carry	one	
passenger,	who	sat	with	him	on	the	front		

Fig		60.		Warren’s	shop,	added	to	the	Tudor	House	

	

Fig	61.	Glenthorne	House	

seat,open	to	the	elements.	In	1921,	my	sister	Dorothy,	then	15,	travelled	to	Portsmouth	by	
carrier	for	a	holiday	with	our	aunt.	The	wagon	left	at	5.30am,	arriving	at	its	destination,	
the	Gosport	Ferry,	at	12.30.	It	was	a	cold	October	day,	and	on	arriving	my	sister	was	so	cold	
and	stiff	she	had	difficulty	moving.”	
	
“The	Aburrow	family	carried	on	their	wheelwrights’	business	where	East	Meon	Stores	now	
stands,	and	at	Pond	Meadow,	the	old	parish	pound.	Horse-drawn	vehicles	were	taken	there	
to	be	repaired	or	have	wheels	replaced,	and	new	wagons	were	built.	The	family	owned	a	
traction	engine,	used	to	draw	timber	from	the	woods,	and	when	stationary,	to	operate	a	
belt-driven	circular	saw.”	
	
The Forge 
Clara	Smith	also	described	to	Freddie	Standfield	her	memories	of	the	Forge	in	the	1920s	
and	‘30s.	“The	smithy	stood,	as	it	still	does,	at	the	junction	of	the	High	Street	and	Frogmore	
Lane,	a	hive	of	activity,	with	many	horses	queuing	up	for	shoeing.	Three	or	four	farriers	
worked	there	including	Jim	Hobbs,	the	boss.	It	was	thrilling	to	watch	horses	being	shod,	and	
iron	bands	put	on	wagon	wheels,	with	sparks	flying	from	the	fire,	and	more	from	the	anvil,	
as	shoes	were	hammered	into	shape.”		
	

	

	

‘James	Hobbs	and	sons’,	are	listed	as	
blacksmith	until	the	1920s;	Hobbs	also	
operated	a	dairy	from	Ivy	House	(15	on	
the	map).	The	owners	of	Drayton	Mill,	the	
Aburrows,	now	also	operated	as	
blacksmiths	and	also	had	a	wheelwright	
shop	on	the	High	Street.	Reginald	Donald	
is	listed	as	a	farrier	in	1927	when	his	son,	
Reginald	James,	was	baptised,	while	he	is	
listed	as	a	blacksmith	in	trade	directories	
in	the	1930s.	The	family	lived	at	Orchard	
Cottage,	next	door	to	Ivy	House	where	
the	Lockes	had	lived;	he	was	buried	in	
East	Meon	in	1957.	

Fig	62..	J.Hobbs	&	Sons	“Shoeing	and	General	Smiths,	
with	Forge	Cottage	in	the	background.	
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World War II 
There	are	14	names	on	the	War	Memorial	of	men	who	died	in	the	second	World	War.	
Several	were	in	the	Royal	Air	Force,	and	the	places	of	death	included	Tunisia,	the	eastern	
Mediterranean	and	the	Pacific;	two	were	accidental	deaths	during	training.	Leydene	
House	was	requisitioned,	initially	by	the	Ministry	of	Health	but	when	the	Navy’s	Signal	
School	in	Portsmouth	Dockyard	was	damaged	by	bombs,	it	was	designated	‘HMS	
Mercury’	Lady	Peel	reluctantly	agreed	to	the	arrangement	and	remained	in	her	estate	in	
Scotland,	letting	her	agent	deal	with	all	the	necessary	details.	While	arrangements	were	
being	made	for	the	transfer	of	the	Signal	School,	a	land	mine	was	dropped	on	the	site.	
However,	this	was	the	last	hostile	act	of	the	Germans	against	Leydene.		
	

	 	
Fig	63.	Leydene	House	(foreground)	with	naval	
Signal	School	buildings	and	accommodation	

Fig	64.	Naval	parade	at	H.M.S.	Mercury.	Leydene	
House	was	now	the	Officers’	Mess	

	
We	have	‘living	histories’	of	this	war,	thanks	to	Johnny	Culley,	then	a	teacher	at	Dunhurst	
middle	school	at	Bedales	living	in	East	Meon:	in	1995	he	interviewed	a	dozen	residents	of	
East	Meon	who	had	lived	here	during	the	war;	only	one	of	them,	Reg	Files,	was	a	
combatant,	and	his	account	of	his	capture	in	Algiers,	imprisonment	in	Italy,	escape	and	
re-capture	and	second	internment	in	Germany	is	both	vivid	and	moving.	Another,	Kath	
Barrow,	served	in	the	Land	Army.	The	others	described	life	on	the	home	front,	including	
the	Home	Guard	…	
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Fig	65.	Home	Guard	outside	Vicarage	in	1941.	back	row	left	to	right:	Bill	Blackman,	G	Blackman,	A.	Rutter,	F.	
Newbury,	G.	Kille,	G.	Dean,	W.Budd,	J.	Appleby,	n.k.,	L	Newbury,	W.Gredden,	n.k.,	J.	Blackman,	E.	Swain,	A.	Swain,	
P.	Swain	(gamekeeper),	A.	Pullinger.	Seated:	Jock	Ward,	Cliff	Kille,	H.Wynne,	Reverend	Milne,	J.	Chitty,	Mr.	

Haskett,	E.	Gilbert,	n.k.	Seated	on	ground:	S.Blackman,	P.H.Berry,	J.Lanham	
	

	

	

Arthur	Newbury	related:	“They	used	to	call	it	the	
Defence	Volunteers	and	they	had	a	company,	it	was	
mostly	all	those	that	were	doing	farm	work	and	jobs	
that	were	exempted	from	service.	In	those	days	it	
wasn’t	303’s,	it	was	catapults	and	pitchforks	and	
whatever	they	could	get	their	hands	on	to	defend	
themselves.	They	eventually	did	have	rifles	and	it	
really	smartened	the	thing	up.	The	Home	Guard	used	
to	go	out	and	guard	tunnels	–	the	Meon	Valley	
Railway	–	one	at	Privet	and	another	on	the	A272	to	
Winchester,	and	of	course	the	viaduct	at	West	Meon.”	

Fig	66.	Arthur	Newbury	in	
1990s	

	
	
	
	
Fig	67.	World	War	II.	Auxiliary	Fire	
Brigade	L	to	R.,	Teddy	Butler,	Bill	
Pink,	Reg	Brown,	Walter	Simpson,	
Jack	Porter,	Bill	Knight,	Herbie	

Goddard,	Bill	Nicholson	

	
	 	
	
The	other	volunteer	force	was	the	auxiliary	fire	brigade,	which	included	a	
prominent	member	of	the	community,	Herbie	Goddard,	who,	as	we	shall	see,	
subsequently	became	chairman	of	both	the	Parish	Council	and	the	management	
committee	of	the	Village	Institute.	
	

	
	
Fig	68..	Leslie	‘Ginger’	Phillips	in	the	

2000s	

Agricultural	labourers	were	again	exempted	from	military	
service.	Some	were	very	young,	like	Leslie	(‘Ginger’)	
Phillips,	who	was	employed	as	a	teenager	by	George	
Atkinson	at	South	Farm:	“He	came	to	me	and	asked	if	I’d	
like	to	do	a	job	or	two.	I	supposed	I’d	been	with	my	father	–	
I’d	done	a	bit	of	tractor	work,	a	bit	of	relief	milking	as	well	
when	I	was	a	nipper.	The	first	job	I	ever	done,	we	had	to	go	
potato-picking	and	they	didn’t	have	a	spinner	or	an	elevator	
then,	you	just	split	the	baulk	with	a	horse	and	baulker,	so	
the	potatoes	came	out	either	side	of	you,	but	you	had	to	do	a	
lot	of	fishing	around	for	them.	You’d	get	a	wage	but	it	
wasn’t	very	much!”	

	
Leslie	(‘Ginger’)	Phillips	was	to	become	a	
champion	tractor	driver.	“Five	or	six	horses	
they	had	when	I	started	up	there	and	three	
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tractors	–	an	International	W	Ford,	and	
International	10-20	(that	never	had	tyres	on,	
they	had	spiked	that	–	if	you	wanted	to	take	it	
on	the	road,	you	had	a	band	you’d	put	on)	and	
the	third	one	was	a	David	Brown.	The	
International	W	Ford,	five	forward	gears	that	
had	on	it,	which	was	unheard	of	in	those	days	
–	at	that	time,	if	you	had	anything	more	than	
three	in	a	car,	it	was	remarkable!	They	had	
two	carters,	they	did	a	lot	of	the	farm	work	
then;	you’d	use	them	for	hay	and	straw	and	
hoeing	the	sugar	beet	and	mangolds.	They	
never	done	no	ploughing;	tractors	were	doing	
that	when	I	got	there.	The	work	is	so	much	
easier	now	than	it	was	when	I	started.	Today	
they	have	got	all	the	modern	things	that	we	
wouldn’t	have	even	dreamt	of	in	those	days”.	

	
	

Fig	69.	Presentation	of	ploughing	certificate	to	
Ginger	Phillips..	L	to	R:	Eileen	Atkinson,	Wilson,	
Sarah	(Wilson's	mother),	Ginger	Phillips	with	
certificate,	Kate,	Michael	and	Jane	Atkinson	
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Arthur	Dowlen	had	been	a	cowman	at	South	Farm	during	WWI	when	George	Watkinson		
had	arrived	back	from	a	German	prisoner-of-war	camp		….”I	was	up	there	all	the	time,	31	
years	all	together.	We	were	all	a	family	together.	None	of	the	family	were	married	-	we	
were	all	living	at	home	at	the	time,	five	brothers	and	a	sister.	I	was	second	eldest.	I	had	
three	brothers	working	on	the	farm,	one	on	a	separate	farm	–	my	sister	was	crippled.”	
	
Women,	too,	worked	on	the	land,	including	Frances	Childs	who	worked	at	Lythe	House	
Farm:	“We’d	get	up	at	half-past	four	because	we	had	to	get	the	cows	up	at	five.	Me	and	Dad	
did	the	milking.	We	had	our	own	ones	that	we	knew	and	milked	–	we	had	to	milk	them	by	
hand,	no	machines.	We	had	to	put	the	milk	churns	out	on	the	stand	and	we	had	to	label	
them:	how	many	gallons	there	were	in	the	churns	and	the	name	of	the	farm.	The	lorry	from	
South	Eastern	Farms,	Petersfield	would	come	about	7.15	to	pick	up	the	churns.	Then	we’d	
go	in	for	breakfast.	After	breakfast,	we	used	to	go	and	pick	the	dung	up	and	scrub	the	cow	
pens	down	and	all	the	milk	coolers	and	then	get	the	horse	and	cart	and	take	it	down	to	the	
field.	By	the	time	we’d	done	that,	it	was	dinner	time.	We’d	go	out	and	feed	the	calves	and	get	
the	cows	back	in	and	milk	them	again	for	the	milk	to	be	stored	overnight.	We’d	go	out	at	
eight	o’clock,	in	the	winter,	and	shake	the	litter	up	–	otherwise,	the	cows	would	stay	out.”	
	
Arthur	Newbury	later	worked	for	the	War	Agricultural	Pest	Department,	“keeping	the	
pests	down	so	that	we	could	produce	more	food	for	the	country.	You	had	to	trap	rabbits,	
wire	rabbits	and	ferret	rabbits.	You’d	gas	if	you	had	to	if	they	were	in	a	hedgerow	of	
something.	You	could	get	money	for	them.		I	used	to	have	about	seven	or	eight	rabbit	meals	
a	month.	Mum	would	make	a	rabbit	stew,	rabbit	tart,	rabbit	something	else!	Even	the	cat	
would	go	out	and	bring	a	rabbit	home	for	dinner	in	those	days!”	
	
Ivy	Symes	related,	“The	old	rabbits	used	to	come	in	handy	for	food.	Ninepence	they’d	cost	to	
buy,	four-pence	for	a	skin	–	the	fur	trade	used	them	for	gloves.	Mr	Daughtrey,	the	rag	and	
bone	man,	used	to	come	out	from	Petersfield	and	my	mum	used	to	say,	to	and	take	the	
rabbit	skins	out	to	him.”		
	
Food	was,	of	course,	rationed.	Ivy	Symes	again:	“We	used	to	have	a	ration	book	–	there	
were	six	of	us.	My	ma	used	to	go	and	get	her	little	bit	of	marge	and	one	egg	each	a	week.	
The	farm	workers	or	heavy	workers	got	an	extra	bit	of	cheese.	When	I	worked	on	the	farm,	I	
used	to	get	extra	clothing	coupons.	Most	people	had	their	own	pigsty.”	
	

	
Fig	70.	Mary	Crockford	in	1990s	
with	British	Legion	certificate	

Mary	Crockford	remembered:“You	had	2	ounces	of	butter	
and	2	ounces	of	cheese	per	person	per	week.	If	you	were	an	
agricultural	or	a	factory	worker	you	had	12	ounces	of	cheese.	
Half	a	pound	of	sugar	and	I	think	you	had	1	egg	a	week,	
though	most	people	round	here	had	their	own	chickens	and	
they	wouldn’t	have	egg	coupons.	And	they	had	their	own	pigs.	
If	you	had	one	slaughtered,	you	kept	half	but	you	wouldn’t	
get	the	2	ounces	of	bacon.	Everything	was	used,	even	the	
chitlings	–	ugh!	Tea,	soap	was	rationed	–	everything	was	
rationed!”	
	

“You	had	to	register	with	a	grocer.	You	gave	him	the	forms	at	the	beginning	of	the	book	
which	said	that	you	were	his	customers.	You	had	a	page	with	your	soap	coupons,	a	page		
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with	your	tea	coupons,	you’d	have	your	sweet	coupons	and	then	you’d	have	your	points.	You	
had	24	points	a	month.	You	bought	broken	biscuits	because	they	were	less	points.	A	tin	of	
corned	beef	was	24	points	–	it	would	take	a	whole	month’s	rations!	Things	like	cakes	from	
Lyon	and	Hales	were	under	the	counter,	they	were	never	on	display.	A	good	shopkeeper	
would	share	them	around.”	
	

	

Her	husband	Tony	added:	“Everyone	used	to	draw	that	thing	
–	Chad.	Underneath	there	always	used	to	be,	“Wot	–	no	…?”	
You	used	to	find	them	everywhere	there	was	a	wall.	They	
were	one	of	the	earliest	graffiti.”	

Arthur	Dowlen	remembered	the	perks	for	farm	workers.	“You	were	allowed	steak	and	
kidney	pie	once	a	week	–	it	had	hair	off	the	cattle	itself	and	all	in	it	sometimes	–	and	you	
were	allowed	about	two	ounces	of	butter	extra.	Actually,	we	really	didn’t	miss	anything	at	
all	–	we	weren’t	starved.”	
	
Troops	were	camped	and	billeted	in	East	Meon,	particularly	in	the	run-up	to	D-day.	Mary	
Crockford	again:	“The	cricket	field	had	army	in	it	–	they	were	there	I	think	for	the	D-Day	
landings.	Down	at	Collyer’s	field,	going	down	to	the	village	hall,	that	was	full	of	army,	a	
searchlight	up	at	Atkinson’s,	there	were	King’s	Own	Scottish	Borderers	–	they	were	at	
Oxenbourne.	Then	there	were	the	New	Zealanders	at	Langrish.	The	Canadians	requisitioned	
the	Court	House	and	the	petrol	pumps.	They	used	to	park	their	lorries	in	a	field	at	
Aburrows,	behind	the	almshouses.	We	used	to	know	all	the	Canadians.	You’d	get	in	one	
lorry,	come	up	to	get	petrol,	come	back	and	get	in	the	next	lorry,	so	that’s	how	we	used	to	
get	lifts.	They	were	very	good	to	us	children	–	they	would	put	on	film	shows	for	the	children	
of	the	village.	It	was	all	the	latest	films.	Some	of	the	girls	from	the	village	married	
Canadians	and	New	Zealanders.	The	New	Zealanders	came	first	and	then	they	went	and	the	
Canadians	came.	They	were	part	of	the	village.	Some	of	the	French	Canadians	had	dreadful	
tempers	–	there	used	to	be	a	few	fights.”	
	
There	were	observation	posts	to	track	German	planes	on	their	way	to	bomb	Portsmouth;	
Wilson	Atkinson,	the	son	of	Joseph	at	Lower	Farm,	recalled:	“We	had	a	searchlight	site	on	
the	farm.	They	had	living	quarters	there,	two	or	three	Nissen	huts,	all	camouflaged.	They	
had	a	light	anti-aircraft	gun.	It	was	a	big	prism,	tremendously	powerful;	they	had	a	big	
generator.	Their	aim	was	to	light	up	planes	so	that	the	anti-aircraft	guns,	wherever	they	
were	situated,	would	pick	it	off.	What	they	liked	to	do	was	get	the	planes	in	a	cross	and	
follow	it.	I	saw	them	pick	out	quite	a	few	planes	and	the	flash	around	them	–	you	saw	the	
big	puffs	of	our	fire.”		
	
Villagers	took	turns	as	aircraft	spotters;	Mary	Crockford	again	:	“At	the	beginning	of	the	
war,	there	was	a	little	shepherd’s	hut	on	top	of	the	hill	which	was	linked	down	to	the	village	
to	Collyer’s	he	was	Captain	Collyer	of	the	Home	Guard.	The	women	were	put	on	sort	of	point	
duty	so	they	could	view	the	whole	village.	I	can	remember	my	mother	being	involved.	If	any	
enemy	planes	came	and	they	thought	they’d	parachuted	down,	they	had	to	phone	down	to	
Collyer’s	house.	I	don’t	think	they	knew	what	to	do,	to	start	with	…”	
	
For	the	most	part,	the	parish	escaped	action,	but	occasionally	planes	off-loaded	bombs	as	
they	returned	from	a	raid	on	Portsmouth,	or	were	off-target	aiming	at	HMS	Mercury,	or	
the	railway	viaduct	in	West	Meon	…	Jean	Samways:		“I	always	remember	seeing	the	
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doodlebugs	coming	over	–	balls	of	fire.	They	made	a	terrific	noise.	You	could	see	this	big	ball	
of	fire	coming	towards	the	house.	We	were	lucky,	they	went	over	the	top!”	
	
Wilson	Atkinson:	“One	evening	in	the	summer,	we	were	cutting	corn	with	a	binder	and	
stoking	when	there	was	a	single	German	aircraft	come	over,	reasonably	low,	which	dropped	
three	high	explosives	and	an	oil	bomb.	We	saw	the	bombs	drop.	He	aimed	for	the	naval	
establishment	but	missed.	The	oil	bomb	landed	in	the	roadside	and	caught	the	hedge	alight.	
The	high	explosives	landed	in	amongst	the	sheep;	there	were	one	or	two	of	them	blown	to	
pieces	or	injured.	The	indentations	are	still	on	the	hillside	now	where	they	landed.	The	road	
was	about	six	to	eight	inches	deep	with	chalk.	And	I	can	remember	when	there	was	a	
landmine	dropped	on	top	of	the	hill	at	Chidden	Down.”	
	
Tony	Crockford:	“At	one	point,	my	father	and	Fred	Gibbs	were	strafed	by	a	German	plane,	
machine-gun	fire,	and	they	dived	for	cover,	into	what	turned	out	to	be	a	cactus	–	he	gave	me	
the	impression	there	was	not	a	lot	of	cover.	They	thought	afterwards	that	bullets	were	the	
lesser	of	the	two	evils!”	
	
Arthur	Newbury:	“Every	house	used	to	build	their	own	air	raid	shelter.	They	used	to	dig	a	
big	deep	hole	with	bedspreads	and	galvanised	iron	over	the	top	with	a	couple	of	struts	to	
hold	it	up.	Luckily	enough,	we	didn’t	have	any	really	heavy	bombings!	Our	air	raid	shelter	
used	to	be	up	the	garden	on	the	right-hand	side	and	the	toilet	next	door.”	
	
Arthur	described	a	“little	raid	on	East	Meon.	They	must	have	mistook	East	Meon	for	
Mercury.	They	dropped	a	bomb	about	fifty	yards	from	the	road	in	the	vineyard.	Another	
bomb	was	dropped	just	behind	those	five	cottages	in	Frogmore	and	the	other	was	dropped	
on	the	cricket	field.	It	was	a	straight	line	–	three	bombs.	You	just	saw	these	big	flashes.	
Every	time	a	bomb	exploded,	the	sky	would	light	up.	Goodness	knows	how	many	bombs	
there	were.	Mum	would	say,	“Tuck	your	little	face	into	the	bank,	ducky.”	You	were	dead	
scared!”	
	
“The	next	day,	there	were	unexploded	bombs	all	over	the	place.	There	was	one	at	Drayton	
Mill	where	the	Aburrows,	the	wheelwrights	of	East	Meon,	lived.	I	remember	this	dear	old	
lady	–	she	was	bedridden	–	had	to	be	evacuated	and	my	father	had	to	carry	her	upstairs	
because	she	stayed	with	us	for	several	nights.	Up	on	the	old	Winchester	Hill	we’d	go	up	and	
find	the	incendiary	bombs;	there	were	some	that	didn’t	go	off	it	they’d	gone	into	the	soft	
grass	or	bushes.	If	you	saw	a	crater	you	daren’t	go	near	them	because	it	might	be	an	
unexploded	bomb.”	
	
Newbury	finally	left	his	job	with	Pest	Control,	and	worked	as	a	gardener	at	HMS	
Mercury/Leydene	House.	“I	saw	the	King	–	King	George	VI	–	the	Queen	Mother’s	husband.	I	
can	remember	leaving	the	gardens	to	watch	for	the	King.	Everything	was	smartened	up	–	
get	the	toothpaste	out	and	paint	the	white	posts!	We	stood	by	the	sentry	box	and	watched	
the	sentry	present	arms	to	the	King.”	
	
There	was	a	prisoner-of-war	camp	for	Italians	at	Stroud,	and	the	POWs	were	assigned	to	
work	on	farms,	as	Wilson	Atkinson	described:	“We	had	one	or	two	fellows	worked	on	the	
farm,	prisoners-of-war.	On	one	or	two	occasions	I	was	put	in	charge	of	Italian	prisoners-of-
war.	Those	that	wanted	to	work	on	the	farm	were	brought	out	in	a	lorry.	You	used	to	have	
them	cutting	bushes	on	the	hillside	and	potato-picking.	They’d	have	one,	if	not	two,	soldiers	



	 38	

with	them.	We	got	to	know	quite	a	few	of	them	and	one	or	two	of	the	fellers	stayed	on	after	
the	war.	They	integrated	quite	well.”	Tony	Crockford	remembered:	“My	father	was	put	in	
charge	of	an	Italian	prisoner-of-war	camp	and	one	of	the	prisoners	painted	a	picture	of	my	
mother	from	a	little	photograph.”	
	
The	Village	Institute	came	into	its	own	in	wartime.	Arthur	Newbury	recalled:	“We	had	
cinema	shows	and	all	in	the	old	village	hall	and	we	used	to	see	the	news.”	Ivy	Symes”.	“It	was	
a	lovely	old	village	hall.	We	had	dances	mostly	with	music	from	our	East	Meon	men	–	
George	Blackman,	Annie	Blackman’s	husband	and	another	man	from	Petersfield,	three	
accordions.	It	was	good	for	us	kids.”	
	
The	Institute	also	held	fund-raising	events,	setting	aside	the	Library	during	‘War	
Weapons	Week’	for	the	sale	of	War	Savings	Certificates,	holding	a	‘Warship	Week’	for	the	
Navy	and	an	event	in	aid	of	the	Russian	Red	Cross.	The	Auxiliary	Fire	Brigade	and	the	
Home	Guard	drilled	outside	the	Institute.	Films	were	initially	provided	by	the	Ministry	of	
Information,	and	then	by	the	South	Downs	Cinema	Company.	Saturday	night	dances	were	
popular	with	the	sailors	from	HMS	Mercury,	with	a	late	night	bus	service	which	survived	
until	the	1950s.	
	
Finally,	the	village	celebrated	the	end	of	both	wars	with	festive	tea	parties.	Tony	Simpson	
described	how	“we	all	got	together,	we	gave	things	to	make	the	street	parties	up,	all	the	
little	children	were	invited,	naturally.	I	think	they	were	all	presented	with	a	mug.	We	all	
bustled	to	and	made	a	nice	tea.	The	mood	was	wonderful.	It	went	beautifully.	It	was	a	
different	atmosphere	altogether.”	
	

	 	
Fig	71.	VE	Day	celebrations	outside	the	Village	

Institute	
Fig	72.		VJ	Day	celebrations	in	Frogmore	

	
Then	came	V-J	Day:	Mary	Crockford:	“For	V-J	we	had	a	party	as	well.	For	night	time,	they	
were	going	to	do	a	big	bonfire	on	Park	Hill.	They	were	going	to	set	light	to	this	big	tree	but	
they’d	had	a	lot	of	rain	and	it	never	did	burn.	We	just	came	away.	They	had	all	the	bales	of	
straw	and	paraffin	but	it	still	wouldn’t	burn.”	
	
Mary	Crockford:	“We	knew	the	prisoners	were	coming	home.	We	went	to	meet	them	both,	
all	the	children	and	women.	Bobby	MacDonald	got	off	at	the	school	and	came	home	through	
the	allotments.	We	were	all	up	there	waiting	for	him	but	Reg,	he	had	a	conflab	with	the	bus	
conductor	and	got	him	to	drop	him	off	at	the	Cross.”	Arthur	Newbury:	“I	can	remember	old	
Reg	Files	coming	back	from	the	war	on	the	old-fashioned	bus	and	everybody	waiting	for	
him.	He	was	terribly	thin	-	he’d	been	through	a	lot.	I	worked	with	him	for	ten	years	and	he	
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never	mentioned	anything	to	me.“	Mary	Crockford	again:	“When	you	think	about	it,	that	
was	the	last	thing	you’d	want	when	you	got	back	–	to	be	hoisted	on	people’s	shoulders	–	
you’d	rather	crawl	into	the	woodwork.”	
	

The	Tudor	House	during	WWII	

	

Fig	73.		Olivia	Tottle	(nee	Woodfield)	in	
2016	

	

Many	village	houses	were	forced	
by	the	war	to	return	to	medieval	
practices	of	husbandry	and	to	use	
their	curtilages	for	the	cultivation	
of	vegetables	and	animals.	Olivia	
Woodfield	(now	Tottle)	was	
evacuated	with	her	family	from	
Dulwich	in	1943	when	their	
house	was	bombed;	Olivia’s	
father	took	a	job	teaching	at	
Churcher’s	College	and	the	family	
rented	the	Tudor	House.	In	the	
late	19th	century	it	had	been	
converted,	rather	clumsily,	into	a	
draper’s	and	grocery	store,	and	
the	shopkeeper	Arthur	Warren	
had	been	living	there	on	his	own.	
It	was,	remembers	Olivia,	
somewhat	neglected,	with	only	
one	cold	tap,	in	the	scullery,	an	
outside	toilet	and	no	heating	in	
any	of	the	bedrooms.	“We	grew	
parsnips,	carrots,	turnips	and	in	
the	winter	of	course	greens,	lots	of	
spinach,	so	in	that	way,	compared	
with	London,	we	ate	very	well.		We	
had	lots	of	gooseberries,	
blackcurrants		and	of	course	lots	
of	apples	because	we	had	an	
orchard	down	the	bottom	of	the	
garden	with	all	kinds	of	apples.	
And	we	went	out	to	the	
countryside	to	pick	blackberries		
and	raspberries.”		

Fig	74	Olivia	feeding	
chickens	in	1943		

	

Fig	75.	Arthur	Warren’s	shop	at	the	Tudor	House	

	

Fig	76.	The	Woodfields	with	Olivia	
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They	kept	chickens	and	pigs,	and	
Olivia	remembers	being	upset	
when	the	pigs	were	taken	to	Mr	
Wyatt,	the	butcher	at	Riverside,	
and	hearing	the	screams	when	
the	pigs	were	butchered.	
	
The	village	ran	a	pig	club	whose	
purpose	was	to	help	villagers	
avoid	wasting	food	scraps	and	
supplement	their	meagre	eat	
rations.	It	continued	until	1959	
and	at	one	point	had	70	pigs,	
including	show-winners.	

Fig	77.	The	Tudor	House	in	1941.	(The	back	of	the	shop	can	be	
seen	on	the	left)	

South & Lower Farms during WWII 
Wilson	Atkinson,	who	participated	in	Johnny	Culley’s	survey,	was	the	son	of	Joseph,	the	
tenant	of		Lower	Farm.	Joseph’s	brother	George	W.	was	at	South	Farm,	but	the	brothers	
worked	in	partnership.	The	government	surveyed	all	farms	in	1941,	and	the	return	for	
Lower	Farm	lists	its	farmers	as	Messrs	G.	&	J.	Atkinson,	while	South	Farm	was	not	named.	
The	acreage	under	cultivation	by	the	Atkinsons	totals	619,	109	of	which	produced	wheat,	
barley,	oats	and	mixed	corn;	30	grew	fodder		-	turnips,	kale	and	rape,	and	140	clover,	
sanfoins	and	grasses	for	pasture.	7	people	are	listed	as	working	Lower	Farm,	excluding	
the	farmers	and	their	families.	Lower	Farm	had	92	cattle	and	362	sheep,	4	pigs	and	1370	
poultry.	Ginger	Phillips	recalled	three	horses	kept	‘for	agricultural	purposes’	at	South	
Farm,	two	International	tractors	and	a	David	Brown;	the	survey	only	lists	the	David	
Brown	tractor	at	Lower	Farm.			
	
A	third	George	Atkinson,	son	of	Wilson	and	grandson	of	Joseph,	now	owns	Lower	Farm	
and	he	reflects	today	on	the	effects	on	the	valley	of	World	War	II.	“The	war	changed	the	
attitude	of	the	people	and	our	attitude	to	food;	it	also	changed	the	landscape.	The	hills	were	
all	cleared;	after	the	war,	big	tractors	busted	all	the	ground	from	HMS	Mercury	to	Old	
Winchester	Hill,	ripping	out	the	gorse,	taking	out	the	hedges,	taking	out	the	trees,	
improving	the	area	of	fields	or	creating	fields.”	Michael	Atkinson	is	the	son	of	George	W	
and	inherited	South	Farm.	“There	is	a	lot	of	down-land,	it	all	faces	north	and	that	is	
obviously	uncroppable.	A	lot	of	it	was	cleared	during	the	war,	right	the	way	from	Teg	Down,	
which	is	our	furthest	field	against	the	South	Downs	Way,	right	the	way	along	the	top	of	the	
hill,	past	HMS	Mercury	and	right	across	to	Old	Winchester	Hill.		The	War	Agricultural	
Committee	came	in	just	immediately	after	the	war	they	made	a	start,	they	cleared	the	lot,	
lock	stock	and	barrel”.	George	again:	“War	Agricultural	used	prisoners	of	war,	used	land	
girls	to	rip	everything	off	the	hillsides.	We	grew	linseed;	we	grew	potatoes	on	the	hillsides.	
The	poor	old	wildlife	has	taken	a	very	long	time	to	get	back	from	that	sort	of	Armageddon”.		
	
Post War 
Leydene Estate (2) 
During	the	Cold	War,	HMS	Mercury	doubled	in	size	and	became	the	largest	signal	school	
in	the	country.	In	the	1990s,	the	Navy	closed	the	school	and	sold	it	off	in	sections.	First,	
Leydene	House	and	its	mews	were	divided	into	ten	dwellings;	then,	the	medical	centre	
and	senior	rates	mess	were	converted	into	a	Sustainability	Centre,	and	houses	were	built	
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on	the	rest	of	the	site	south	of	the	road.	The	land	to	the	north	was	subsequently	sold	off	
and	more	executive	housing	built.		Lady	Peel	had	died	in	1949	and	is	buried	with	her	
husband	in	All	Saints	churchyard.		
	
In	1953,	10,309	acres	of	land	were	auctioned	in	London;	Sir	Dymoke	White,	the	tenant	of	
Oxenbourne	House,	cashed	in	all	his	shares	in	Timothy	Whites	and	Taylors,	the	chemist	
(which	was	subsequently	bought	by	Boots);	he	put	half	his	money	into	Defence	Bonds	
and	used	the	rest	to	buy	the	Leydene	estate,	approximately	4,000	acres	of	farmland	in	
the	parishes	of	East	Meon,	Clanfield,	Horndean	and	Hambledon.	On	Sir	Dymoke’s	death	it	
passed	to	his	son	Lynton	White	who	had	worked	as	an	architect	before	serving	as	a	
gunner	in	World	War	II.	He	had	been	captured	by	the	Japanese	in	Hong	Kong	and	effected	
a	remarkable	escape	from	Shamshuipo	camp:	with	three	others,	he	crawled	through	a	
lengthy	surface	drain	pipe,	then	swam	across	Kowloon	Harbour.	“I	was	the	weakest	
swimmer	of	the	party,	and	became	separated	from	the	others.	When	I	at	last	struggled	
ashore,	I	was	so	exhausted	and	disoriented	that	I	walked	the	length	of	the	main	street	in	
Kowloon	but	there	was	not	a	single	Japanese	there	and	I	was	able	to	continue	to	a	spot	in	
the	nearby	hills	where	the	four	of	us	had	arranged	a	rendezvous.	Then,	after	walking	for	5	
days,	we	took	the	risk	of	making	ourselves	known	to	the	local	Chinese,	who	proved	helpful	
and	enabled	us	to	complete	our	escape.”	Sir	Lynton	now	owned	400	acres	of	farmland	in	
the	parish	of	East	Meon,	some	of	which	he	farmed	himself,	and	500	acres	of	woodland.	
He	let	170	acres	-	Oxenbourne	Down,	Wascoombe	Bottom	and	Hilhampton	Down	–	to	
Hampshire	County	Council	as	a	nature	reserve;	he	described	it	as:	“largely	unspoilt	
natural	downland,	heavily	wooded	with	yew	and	thorn	scrub,	managed	by	the	Hants	and	
IOW	Naturalist	Trust”.)	
 
Lower and South Farms 1953 - 1960 
Lot	12	of	the	1953	Leydene	sale	had	comprised	the	‘Highly	Productive	Corn	and	Dairy	
Holding	LOWER	AND	SOUTH	FARMS	1,178	Acres.	This	Holding	is	in	a	high	state	of	
cultivation	and	has	been	in	the	occupation	of	the	present	Tenants	for	a	great	many	years.	It	
includes	some	of	the	best	Corn	Growing	land	in	the	district,	as	well	as	some	high-lying	grass	
Downs,	very	healthy	for	Cattle	and	Sheep	Grazing;	with	a	ground	field	Water	Supply,	and	
well	fenced.’	Sir	Dymoke	White	made	an	offer	to	the	‘present	tenants’,	George	and	Joseph	
Atkinson:	“If	you	are	prepared	to	make	an	offer	for	your	land,	then	put	a	bid	in	an	
envelope.”	They	were	able	to	buy	both	farms,	George	W.	taking	over	South	Farm	and	
Joseph,	Lower	Farm.	Michael	Atkinson	described	the	operation	at	the	time	as	‘basically,	a	
mixed	farm,	it	had	a	dairy,	35%	to	40%	of	the	farm	was	under	arable	crops	including	Lower	
Farm’.	South	Farm	was	496	acres	plus	60	rented	acres	which	lay	on	the	south	side	of	the	
South	Downs	Way’.		
	
George	Atkinson,	son	of	Wilson,	reflected	on	the	changes	which	had	taken	place	on	the	
two	farms.	“At	the	1953	sale,	there	were	11	dairy	herds	within	that	group.	Prior	to	that,	
people	had	buildings	with	only	five	cows	and	they	supplied	fresh	milk	for	this	area.		With	
railways	and	urbanisation	we	could	supply	the	London	market,	Southampton,	Portsmouth.	
Suddenly	you	had	lots	of	building,	lots	more	men	employed,	and	milk	became	a	big	feature.”		
	
Michael	Atkinson:	“When	George	W.	Atkinson	died	in	1958	the	farm	partnership	was	
broken	up	by	my	Dad,	for	the	sakes	of	the	two	sons	working	on	the	farm,	myself	and	cousin	
Wilson….	Wilson	and	I,	in	business	together,	would	have	been	an	absolute	catastrophe.	As	it	
was,	we	enjoyed	a	very	good	relationship.	He	was	a	‘dog	&	stick’	farmer	and	I	wasn’t.	Both	
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farms	then	had	dairies;	ours	was	round	about	90	cows	when	we	disbanded	it,	Lower	Farm’s	
was	slightly	smaller.		The	dairies	basically	came	unviable:	they	needed	a	huge	amount	of	
money	spent	on	them	to	prevent	contamination	getting	into	the	river.	Our	herd	was	
disbanded	in	1998,	by	which	time	I	was	lucky	to	be	able	to	expand	South	Farm.		We	bought	
part	of	Oxenbourne	Farm	at	the	top	end	of	Harvesting	Lane	in	1971	and	increased	the	
arable	side	of	our	farm	by	140	acres.	When	the	cows	went,	that	enabled	nearly	100	acres	of	
permanent	pasture	around	the	Springs	around	the	source	of	the	River	Meon	to	go	into	
cultivation	as	well.	We	have	made	other	additions,	rented	and	purchased,	and	now	have	just	
short	of	1000	acres	in	our	own	right,	about	800	odd	acres	under	the	plough.		The	crops	are	
winter	wheat,	winter	oilseed	rape,	winter	oats	and	spring	barley.”		
	
A	century	before,	Samuel	Padwick	had	farmed	1,158	acres	of	Lower	and	South	Farms	
combined	and	had	employed	19	labourers	and	7	boys	When	the	farms	were	split	up	after	
the	death	of	George	W	Atkinson,	there	had	been	18	staff	in	all	on	both	farms;	staffing	at	
South	Farm	then	dropped	to	five.	Wilson	Atkinson,	described	the	situation	at	Lower	
Farm	to	Freddie	Standfield	in	1990:	“Today	I	employ	roughly	1	man	per	100	acres,	
whereas	my	father	would	have	employed	roughly	2	men	per	100	acres.	1	man	per	100	acres	
is	about	normal	for	a	mixed	farm,	because	livestock	are	labour	intensive.	On	an	arable	farm	
without	livestock,	1	man	per	300	acres	may	be	employed.”	
	
	“Another	change	since	1905	is	that	far	less	leguminous	crops	(e.g.	peas,	sanfoin,	trefoil,	
turnips,	swedes,	mangolds)	are	grown	now.	But	I	believe	the	time	may	be	coming	when,	
owing	to	the	high	cost	of	artificial	fertilisers,	it	may	be	necessary	to	go	back	to	more	use	of	
dung	and	so-called	‘green	manure’.		
	
Changes	have	also	been	brought	about	by	a	certain	amount	of	grubbing	out	of	hedges,	
which	has	been	done	partly	to	reduce	the	rabbit	problem	and	partly	to	make	fields	into	
more	suitable	size	and	shape	for	farm	machinery.	On	the	other	hand,	I	am	conscious	of	the	
vale	of	trees	from	the	viewpoint	of	landscape	amenity,	and	in	recent	years	have	replanted	
Duncombe	Wood	which	had	been	largely	ruined	as	a	wood.	I	have	also	carried	out	a	
substantial	amount	of	tree-planting	at	the	foot	of	my	downland,	and	have	replaced	elm	
trees	near	the	road	which	were	killed	by	Dutch	elm	disease	…	the	replacement	were	lime	
and	copper	beech.	
	
At	Michaelmas	1952,	I	took	tenancy	of	Peak	Farm,	East	Meon,	from	the	late	Col	Humphrey	
Nicholson.	He	subsequently,	during	his	lifetime,	gave	the	freehold	of	that	farm	to	his	old	
College,	Trinity	College	Cambridge,	who	are	now	my	landlords.	I	now	farm	a	total	of	1140	
acres.	My	total	stock	of	sheep	on	Lower	and	Peak	Farms	amounts	to	about	600	breeding	
ewes.	The	annual	drop	of	lambs	at	an	average	rate	of		1½		lambs	per	ewes	gives	a	
maximum	sheep	population	of	about	1500	in	April	and	May	each	year,	before	I	start	selling	
off	the	lambs.	The	bred	of	sheep	are	mainly	Border	Leicester/Crossed	Cheviot	(half-bred).	I	
also	keep	Suffolk	Cross	ewes,	and	my	rams	are	Suffolk,	Dorset	Down	and	South	Down.	There	
is	a	country-wide	trend	for	sheep	to	be	on	the	increase	…	I	have	had	numerous	showing	
successes	with	sheep	over	the	years,	mainly	for	far	lamb	production.	My	shepherd,	Malcolm	
Paynter,	looks	after	all	my	sheep	at	the	two	farms.”	
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Malcolm	Paynter	picks	up	the	story:	“We	
had	sheep	and	there	were	2	dairy	herds.		
There	was	a	70	cow	dairy	herd	and	Wilson	
rented	Peake	Farm	off	Trinity	College,	
Cambridge,	and	they	had	another	70	cow	
dairy	herd	over	there.		About	400	sheep,	
about	300	acres	of	cereals,	40	beef	cows,	
suckler	cows	and	they	grew	potatoes.	I	used	
to	walk	the	sheep	back,	with	the	dogs,	from	
Peake	Farm	to	Lower	Farm	over	by	West	
Meon	Hut”.	“I	remember	we	did	5000	small	
bales	of	hay	one	day!	The	tractors	were	
doing	the	baling,	but	they	all	had	to	go	on	
trailers	and	handled	from	one	to	the	other	
and	stacked	in	the	barn.		We	used	to	do	
about	20,000	bales	of	hay	and	20,000	bales	
of	straw	roughly	a	year.”	

	
Fig	78.	Malcolm	Paynter	and	sheep	in	Church	Street,	
photographed	for	the	cover	of	A	History	of	East	Meon	

by	F.G.Standfield		©	Stan	Smith,	published	by.	
Phillimore	

	
“And	we	used	to	have	to	pick	the	potato	ladies	up.		Ginger	[Phillips]	used	to	go	down	with	
the	tractor	and	trailer	and	pick	them	all	up	in	the	morning	and	they	all	had	a	section	of	
field	and	the	spinner	used	to	come	down	and	they	would	pick	up	and	would	all	get	paid	by	
the	bag.”	
 
Frogmore Mill and Denys Ryder. 
	

	 	 	
Fig	79.	South	Mill	today	 Fig	8o.	Drayton	Mill	today	 Fig	81.	Frogmore	Mill	today	

By	this	time,	all	the	mills	on	the	River	Meon	had	ceased	to	function.	The	Atkinsons	had	
converted	South	Mill	into	houses	for	rent,	and	Drayton	Mill	was	now	a	substantial	
residence.	Frogmore	Mill	itself	had	fallen	into	ruin,	but	in	1963	Denys	and	Rosemary	
Atkinson	purchased	the	property	and	moved	into	the	mill	house.	
	
Denys	had	first	come	to	East	Meon	in	1939	aged	seven,	from	Chelsea	in	London,	to	attend	
Westbury	House	School.	The	LeRoy	Lewis	family	had	sold	Westbury	in	1925	to	Thomas	
Whitehead	who	ran	it	with	his	sister	as	a	preparatory	school	for	boys.	
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Figs	82	–	85.	Westbury	House	School:	Hall,	Library,	classroom	and	bathroom	

After	graduating	from	Cirencester,	Tom	Whitehead	invited	Denys	to	farm	at	Westbury	
house	as	tenant,	and	he	farmed	30	acres,	running	sheep,	pigs	and	chickens	and	growing	
barley.	He	was	then	invited	by	Brian	&	David	Blacker,	twin	grandsons	of	Lady	Peel,	to	
manage	a	large	chicken	farm	at	Steep	Marsh,	where	they	opened	the	first	broiler	houses	
in	the	UK.	The	business	would	grow	and	grow,	rearing	20,000	chickens	at	any	one	time	
for	the	broiler	industry.	He	heard	that	Frogmore	Mill	was	for	sale	and	leapt	at	the	chance	
to	live	in	East	Meon.		
	

	
	

	

	 	
Figs	86	–	89.		Frogmore	Mill	in	1963,	Spindle	and	beams	in	disrepair,	collapsing	eave,	Denys	Ryder	sawing	

beam	

The	mill	house	was	in	need	of	repair,	and	the	mill	itself	had	to	be	demolished,	which	
Denys	did	himself	with	one	helper.	The	Ryders	now	held	the	majority	share	of	the	broiler	
business	and	in	1983	they	sold	their	holding.	Denys	then:	“set	up	a	business	running	sheep	
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on	the	South	Downs	over	the	winter,	known	as	‘sheep	keep.	We’d	get	sheep	from	the	north	
of	England	and	put	them	on	the	land	…	we	had	a	thousand	of	these.	There	was	a	move	in	the	
English	farming	market	to	start	producing	a	leaner	sheep.	That	meant	getting	continental	
breeds	which	were	leaner.	Crossing	French	and	Dutch	breeds	with	the	English	breeds	
produced	a	really	good	breed.”	
	

	
Fig	90.	Denys	Ryder	on	tractor	

The	thousand	sheep	were	kept	“anywhere,	
anyone	who	wanted	sheep	on	their	land”.	
Then,	Denys	was	introduced	to	a	breed	
from	Mayenne	in	northern	France:	Bleu	du	
Maine.	“It	was	a	pure-bred	sheep	and	we	
paid	£250,	which	was	a	lot	of	money	for	a	
sheep.”	Sale	rings	were	established	in	
southern	England,	and	he	sold	his	sheep	
for	as	much	as	£700	a	head.		“One	ram	was	
sold		at	the	Royal	Show	ground	for	£7,000,	
which	was	utterly	ridiculous.”		Denys	ran	
this	business	until	1995.	

 
South & Lower Farms, to the present day 
The	Berrys,	who	had	farmed	830	acres	at	Oxenbourne	Farm	for	a	century,	gave	up	their	
land,	which	was	divided	between	the	two	Atkinsons	and	other	farmers.	George	at	Lower	
&	Peak	Farms	continued	the	strategy	his	father	Wilson	had	adopted	:	“Our	land	doesn’t	
lend	itself	to	arable;	you	can’t	plough	a	lot	of	it,	because	of	the	terrain.	We	don’t	milk	any	
more,	we	fatten	cattle,	we’ve	got	sheep,	and	we’ve	got	arable	and	we’ve	got	storage	and	
cottages.	Of	1,200	acres,	400	is	arable,	which	is	quite	a	small	amount	in	this	area,	so	we’re	
extended	graziers.”	
	

	 	
	
Fig	91.	The	Atkinsons	of	Lower	Farm	2005.	Left	to	right,	Wilson,	
Jill,	George	(III)	Elizabeth,	James,	Will,	Oliver.	Photo	Meon	Matters	

	
Fig	92.	George	Atkinson	in	2017	
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Fig	93.	Michael	and	Jane	Atkinson	of	South	Farm,	centre,	with	

Nick,	Tilly,	Jack	&	Sue	on	left,	Matt	&	Joe,	right.	2005.	Photo	Meon	
Matters	

Fig	94.	Michael	Atkinson	at	South	
Farm	in	2016	

Michael	Atkinson	in	his	late	seventies	still	manages	South	Farm	but	his	two	sons,	Nick	
and	Matt,	do	the	farming.	In	1999/2000	Nick	and	Sue	restored	the	tithe	barn	at	the	top	of	
Harvesting	Lane	and	built	a	house	there;	Sue	operated	‘Harvesting	Cream	Teas’	from	the	
barn	for	a	decade	and	continues	to	offer	Bed	and	Breakfast;	Matt	Atkinson	runs	a	thriving	
Hog	Roast	business.	
	
	

	 	
	
Fig	95.	Plan	sketch	of	Upper	Parsonage	Farm,	built	

by	Nick	and	Sue	Atkinson	in	1999	

	

	
Fig	96.	Cream	Teas	being	served	at	the	barn	

	

	

	
	

Fig	97.	Interior	of	barn	restored	by	Nick	and	Sue	
Atkinson	

Fig	98.	Matt	Atkinson’s	Hog	Roast	

	



	 47	

Village Hall 
After	the	Second	World	War,	the	old	Institute	fell	further	and	further	into	disrepair	and	
the	Management	Committee	despaired	of	meeting	the	maintenance	costs	of	both	the	hall	
buildings	and	the	caretaker’s	cottage.	It	was	first	suggested	in	1943	that	the	hall	be	re-
built,	as	a	war	memorial,	and	£50	was	set	aside	as	a	building	fund.	The	minutes	of	a	
meeting	in	December	1962	recorded	just	£160	in	the	bank,	and	the	central	heating	
system	ruined	by	heavy	frosts	which	would	cost	£243	to	repair…		It	was	to	be	some	time	
before	the	decision	to	go	ahead.	
	

	

In	1969,	it	was	suggested	by	Freddie	Standfield,	
solicitor	and	author	of	‘A	History	of	East	Meon’,	that	
the	old	hall	be	sold	off	for	possible	housing	
development,	and	a	new	village	hall	be	built.	A	site	at	
Kews	Meadows,	to	the	west	of	the	village,	was	
identified	and	tough	negotiations	conducted	with	Miss	
Ruth	Blackman,	who	represented	the	family	which	
owned	the	land;	she	rejected	the	Institute’s	offer	of	
£750	for	a	third	of	an	acre,	and	her	price	of	£2,750	was	
rejected	in	turn.	The	early	1970s	was	a	period	of	
dizzying	inflation,	and	Miss	Blackman	finally	sold	the	
one-acre	plot	for	£3,500	…	and	the	estimated	costs	of	
building	also	escalated.	The	old	site	was	sold	in	1973	
for	£18,000,	and	intensive	fundraising	in	the	village	
raised	nearly	£2,000,	but	the	estimated	cost	of	the	new	
building	rose	from	£30,000	to	£38,000.	Grant	
applications	to	the	County	Council	&	other	authorities	
dragged	on	beyond	the	point	when	building	had	to	
begin.	Lynton	White	came	to	the	rescue	with	the	
promise	of	an	unsecured	interest-free	loan	of	£22,000.	
A	number	of	other	residents	offered	to	guarantee	
£2,000	each,	reducing	Lynton	White’s	exposure,	and	
the	Department	of	Education	&	Science	finally	
approved	a	County	loan	of	£9,600	…	which,	along	with	
grants	from	Petersfield	RDC	and	the	Eleanor,	Dowager	
Countess	Peel	Trust,	the	parish	council	and	others,		

	
Fig	99.	F.G.	Standfield,	author	of	‘A	

History	of	East	Meon’	

	

	
Fig	100.	Lynton	White,	later	knighted	
and	Chairman	of	Hampshire	County	

Council	

took		total	funding	to	£22,000.	Inflation	continued	to	raise	the	cost	of	construction	but	
the	new	Village	Hall	opened	in	January	1975;	although	it	was	still	in	debt,	further	
contributions	from	the	DES	and	the	Parish	Council	covered	the	final	short-fall	and	none	
of	the	guarantors	had	to	contribute.	
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Fig	101.	East	Meon	Village	Hall	

Over	£2,000	had	been	raised	by	the	community,	not	an	insignificant	sum,	much	of	it	
through	barn	dances,	dinners	and	beauty	queen	contests;	because	the	Institute	had	by	
now	been	demolished,	these	were	held	at	the	barn	at	Duncombe	Farm,	which	had	been	
converted	for	the	purpose.	
 
 
Belmont, Parsonage, and Duncombe Farms 
Morley	Tosdevine	had	moved	to	East	Meon	in	1939,	renting	Belmont	Farm	with	100	
acres	from	Lady	Peel.	Following	her	death	he	bought	Belmont,	and	subsequently	
Duncombe	Farm	(62	acres);	his	son	Hubert	John	bought	Parsonage	Farm	in	Oxenbourne	
–	the	three	farms	form	a	continuous	belt:	Duncombe	Farm	borders	the	village	of	East	
Meon	to	the	south,	Belmont	to	the	south-east,	and	Parsonage	Farm	lies	to	the	east	of	
Belmont.	Morley’s	grandsons	Clive	and	Graham	took	over	the	farms,	320	acres	in	all.			
Just	after	his	retirement	in	1990,	Morley	described	their	strategy.	“The	farming	is	based	
on	beef	cattle	and	cereal	growing,	plus	some	potatoes.	The	number	of	our	beef	cattle	
fluctuates,	but	has	been		as	high	as	65.	They	are	mainly	Aberdeen	Angus,	Charollais	and	
Hereford	Cross.”	
	
Like	so	many	of	his	fellow	farmers,	Morley	Tosdevine	served	extensively	on	local	
government	bodies:	“I	was	a	member	of	East	Meon	Parish	Council	for	20	years,	1940	–	
1960,		and	of	the	former	Petersfield	RDC	for	11	years,	1949	–	60.	I	have	just	completed	30	
years	as	manager	of	East	Meon	school	from	1951	–	81.	I	was	chairman	of	the	village	youth	
club	for	5	years	and	was	chairman	of	the	local	branch	of	the	Conservative	Association.”	
 
Bereleigh (4) Tyrwhitt Drakes 
Bereleigh	House	had	passed	from	Reginald	Nicholson	to	his	son	Gerald	who	now	owned	
the	whole	estate.	He	lived	in	Hertfordshire	and	in	July	1958	the	estate	was	once	more	
auctioned,	in	Hanover	Square,	London.	The	sales	particulars	state	that	the	estate	
comprised	790	acres,	including	a	‘Georgian	House	in	beautifully	timbered	grounds	of	22	
acres’	with	entrance	lodge,	garages,	stables	and	parkland,	two	dairy	and	stock	farms	of	313	
(Tigwell)	and	329	acres	(Park	Farm)	along	with	numerous	houses	and	cottages’.	It	was	
bought	by	Francis	Tyrwhitt	Drake,	a	descendant	of	Sir	Francis	Drake,	who	had	
unexpectedly	inherited	the	magnificent	family	house,	Shardeloes,	in	Amersham.	He	sold	
Shardeloes	and	moved	to	Bereleigh.	
	

	

His	son	William	subsequently	expanded	by	
buying	Lower	Bordean	Farm	to	the	north,	
Garston	and	Riplington	Farms	to	the	south	
and	south	east,	the	whole	amounting	to	
2,060	acres.	They	combined	arable	and	
dairy	farming,	with	nearly	500	cattle,	of	
which	240	are	milked	at	any	one	time,	and	
a	celebrated	suckler	herd.	46	acres	of	
woodland	on	the	original	estate	were	
supplemented	by	purchase	of	Hen	Wood,	
and	the	estate’s	reputation	for	field	sports	Fig	102.	Bill	Tyrwhitt	Drake	at	Bereleigh		
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was	continued	by	the	breeding	of	
pheasants	and	other	game	birds.	

In	2018,	as	we	shall	see,	Frank	Moffatt	retired	from	farming	Drayton	and	Bereleigh	
bought	most	of	this	land	as	well.	

	
Map	12.	The	Bereleigh	Estate	in	2018,	including	lands	bought	by	William	Tyrwhitt	Drake	

The Forge 
In	the	1970s.	the	Forge	at	Frogmore	Lane	had	been	bought	by	Freddie	Standfield	for	
£250	and	was	let	to	an	electrical	contractor,	Tom	Pulley,	who	used	it	as	a	lock-up	store	
until	Tony	Fry	and	his	partner	Derek	Mustchin	leased	it	in	1983	to	operate	it	as	a	smithy	
once	more.	“It	had	been	locked	up	for	years.	One	of	the	original	two	brick	and	iron	forges	
remained,	but	the	chimney	had	been	demolished,	and	the	bellows	were	missing".	F.M.	
Engineering	rebuilt	the	chimney,	re-wired	the	building	and	installed	an	office	and	toilet	
at	the	back.	
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Fig	103.	F.M.Engineering	in	the	1980s.	left	to	right	Derek	Mustchin,	Michael	Ibriani	and	Tony	Fry.	Michael	
was	an	apprentice,	a	foster	child	from	Gowans,	Pidham	Hill.	

	
Derek	Mustchin	and	Tony	Fry	were	Royal	Navy	Warrant	Officers	with	engineering	and	
metal-working	skills.	When	they	retired	from	the	Navy	in	1982,	shortly	after	the	
Falklands	War,	they	had	started	making	wrought-iron	items	in	Tony’s	garage	in	
Horndean.	They	heard	that	the	lease	of	a	Forge	in	East	Meon	was	available,	and	met	the	
owner,	Freddie	Stanfield,	village	historian,	who	lived	in	Forge	Cottage	opposite.	“He	was	
delighted	we	intended	to	re-open	as	a	blacksmith’s	rather	than	a	brothel	or	a	fish-and-chip	
shop’.	Their	intention	was,	says	Tony	Fry,	‘to	work	as	agricultural	engineers,	Derek	to	
mend	tractors,	me	to	do	welding	repairs	on	farm	equipment.’	They	commissioned	market	
research	from	Portsmouth	News,	which	indicated	that	‘We	had	missed	the	boat	…	farmers	
were	buying	John	Deere	tractors	under	warranty,	and	they	all	had	small	welding	machines.	
The	days	of	using	old	clapped	out	Ferguson	tractors	were	long	gone.’	The	pair	turned	their	
skills	to	any	job	with	came	their	way,	including	patching	roofs	on	chicken	sheds,	
installing	oak	book	shelves	and	replacing	the	glass	in	the	back	door	of	a	cottage	which	
the	owner	had	broken	when	she	locked	herself	out.		They	did	some	agricultural	work	for	
John	Tosdevine	and	his	sons,	taking	their	mobile	welding	machine	to	a	potato	digger	
which	kept	breaking	down	in	the	middle	of	the	field.	Then	the	Forge	was	damaged	by	a	
car	avoiding	collision	by	crashing	through	the	double	doors;	burglars	subsequently	stole	
their	portable	tools	and	equipment	but	despite	these	setbacks,	they	developed	a	
successful	line	of	business	making	gates,	railings	and	other	decorative	iron	work,	
including	a	village	sign	for	Catherington,	the	gates	to	the	Submarine	Museum	in	Gosport,	
the	hanging	lights	in	both	The	Court	Hall	and	the	new	Church	Hall	and	the	ornamental	
glasses	rack	in	the	newly-refurbished	George	Inn.	In	1999,	Tony	Fry’s	son	Simon	took	
over	from	Derek	Mustchin	and	the	firm	was	re-named	Fry	and	Son.	
	

	
Fig	104.	Decorative	iron	work	at	Ye	Olde	George	Inn	

 

	

When	Freddie	Standfield	died	in	2005,	he	
bequeathed	the	Frogmore	Lane	Forge	to	
Petersfield	Museum,	as	part	of	a	sizeable	
bequest	to	help	it	establish	its	collection	
in	the	old	Court	House	behind	St	Peter	
Street.	It	was	then	leased	to	Steven	Weeks,	
another	Navy	welder.	Tony	Fry	had	
retired	in	2003	but	continued	to	help	out	
at	the	Forge	when	needed.	The	building	
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Figs	105	&	6	Steve	Weeks	in,	and	outside,	the	Forge	 was	once	more	in	poor	condition,	and	in	
the	Museum	decided	in	2010	to	sell	it	to	
help	fund	its	purchase	of	Petersfield	
Police	Station,	next	door	to	its	existing	
building,	and	extend	its	exhibition	areas.	It	
was	bought	first	by	property	developers	
who	in	turn	sold	it	to	Mr	Croucher,	who	
intended	to	re-build	it	as	a	carpentry	
workshop	for	his	son	Jamie,	with	a	one-
bedroom	flat	in	which	he	could	live.	Their	
plans	sparked	a	lively	controversy	in	the	
village,	which	ended	up	in	the	High	Court.	
	

	

The	Crouchers	had	purchased	a	very	dilapidated	building.	‘After	4	years	of	no	occupancy	
and	because	of	its	poor	design	the	roof	spread	problem	is	accelerating,	with	the	result	that	
the	walls	are	now	bowing	out	alarmingly.	We	understand	the	previous	tenants	had	a	full	
repair	and	maintenance	lease	on	the	workshop	but	simply	could	not	afford	to	carry	out	the	
prohibitively	expensive	repairs,	with	the	result	the	survey	showed	the	building	is	now	very	
close	to	collapse’.	Channel	4’s	‘Restoration	Man’	selected	the	project	for	one	of	its	
documentaries	about	restoring	ruined	buildings	and	started	filming	the	conversion	of	the	
Forge.	
	

	
Fig	107.	Plans	for	proposed	re-development	of	The	Forge.	The	design	included	an	open	deck	on	the	south-

west	side	facing	the	cricket	pitch.	

	
East	Meon	Parish	Council	attempted,	unsuccessfully,	to	have	the	building	listed	by	
English	Heritage	which	rejected	the	application	on	the	grounds	that	the	Forge	had	been	
‘extended	and	modified	many	times	in	its	long	history	and	very	little	of	the	original	building	
now	exists’.	The	Parish	Council	reflected	the	views	of	many	villagers	in	objecting	to	the	
planned	conversion:	‘Firstly,	the	scale	of	the	enlarged	building	was	inappropriate	for	the	
site	and	secondly,	given	the	raised	height	and	addition	of	windows/solar	panels	at	the	rear,	
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the	very	real	potential	for	disputes	with	the	adjoining	cricket	club	ground,	of	which	the	
parish	council	have	responsibilities	as	trustees.’	
	
The	Forge	had	been	built	in	a	confined	site,	cut	into	steep	banks	on	two	sides	and	
adjacent	to	‘The	Recreation	Ground’,	which	contains	the	village	cricket	ground.	
Previously	named	Pill	Meadow,	this	had	belonged	to	the	Oxenbourne	Fuel	and	
Recreation	Ground	Allotments	Charity,	established	in	the	mid	19th	century	‘for	purposes	
of	exercise	and	recreation	of	the	neighbouring	population’.	Originally	intended	to	support	
poor	cottagers	who	had	been	deprived	of	land	under	the	Enclosures,	the	meadow	had	
been	made	over	to	the	Parish	Council	with	restrictions	on	development.	Because	the	
Forge	is	at	a	lower	level	than	the	meadow,	and	within	striking	distance	of	the	pitch,	it	had	
over	the	years	been	peppered	by	sixes	hit	by	lusty	batsmen,	and	the	Cricket	Club	was	
nervous	that	if	there	were	residents	an	accident	could	subject	it	to	substantial	claims.	
Village	residents,	led	by	the	owner	of	the	Court	House,	and	chairman	of	the	Cricket	Club,	
George	Bartlett,	a	retired	chairman	of	the	Land	Tribunal,	had	formed	The	East	Meon	
Forge	and	Cricket	Ground	Protection	Association,	to	fight	the	application.	Its	object	was	
‘to	protect	and	renovate	and/or	secure	the	protection	and	renovation	of	the	old	Forge,	East	
Meon,	and	secure,	facilitate	and/or	promote	its	use	as	a	workplace	or	other	form	of	
premises	…’	It	aimed	to	raise	sufficient	funds	to	purchase	the	building	from	the	
Crouchers.	
		
The	District	Planning	Committee	accepted	the	Croucher’s	application,	and	the	decision	
was	upheld	by	East	Hampshire	District	Council	despite	protests	from	the	village.	The	
Association	took	the	case	to	Judicial	Review	at	the	High	Court	in	2015,	After	careful	
analysis	both	of	the	protective	design	measures	proposed	for	the	building,	including	
reinforced	glass,	and	of	the	nature	of	the	batting	stroke	required	to	hit	a	ball	far	enough	
in	that	direction	(a	‘square	drive’	from	one	end,	or	an	‘on	drive’	from	the	other’)	and	with	
emphasis	on	the	preservation	of	the	mighty	sycamore	tree	which	stood	to	the	west	of	the	
Forge,	offering	some	protection	from	cricket	balls,	Mrs	Justice	Lang	ruled	in	June	that	
year	that	the	planned	first-floor	deck	represented	a	risk	to	safety	and	the	Crouchers	
abandoned	their	application.	
 
The	story	has	a	happy	ending.	Kevin	Davis,	son	of	village	resident	John	Davis,	also	lived	in	
the	village	and	ran	a	web	design	agency	in	Liphook	named	Mandarin	Kite.	In	2016	he	
acquired	the	now	very	delapidated	Forge	and	substantially	renovated	it;	the	firm	moved	
in	in	2017.	
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Fig	108.	The	Forge	in	2017,	the	offices	of	Mandarin	Kite.	

 
Drayton Farm. Frank Moffat, showman 
The	latest	of	the	Cumbrian	migrants	to	East	Meon	was	Frank	Moffat;	he	was	recruited	by	
Wilson	Atkinson	in	1958	to	work	at	Lower	Farm	and	in	1963	he	married	Belinda,	the	
daughter	of	the	second	Ernest	Noyce.		He	subsequently	managed	farms	in	Wherwell	and	
Wallop	Wood	until	the	year	2000	when	he	moved	back	to	East	Meon	to	live	at	Colchenna	
and	to	farm	Drayton	which	Belinda	and	he	had	inherited.	His	uncle	had	bred	pedigree	
cattle	in	Cumbria	which	he	showed	at	Earls	Court	and	in	Scotland;	Frank	started	in	the	
1980s	to	breed	pedigree	Texel	sheep	at	Drayton,	and	in	2006,	Shorthorn	cattle,	both	with	
considerable	success.		
	
Shows	have	become	an	important	feature	of	the	farming	business.	The	first	known	
agricultural	show	was	in	1768	in	Salford,	Lancashire	and	the	major	shows	in	Britain	
today	are	The	Royal	Highland	Show	in	Edinburgh,	the	Royal	Welsh	Show	at	Builth	Wells,	
and	the	Great	Yorkshire	Show	in	Harrogate;	these	are	followed	by	a	number	of	other	
important	events	including	the	Royal	Bath	&	Wells,	the	New	Forest	and	Hampshire	
shows.	Today’s	large-scale	events	grew	from	medieval	fairs,	like	the	one	held	at	Fairfield,	
at	which	stock	was	put	up	for	sale;	most	retain	an	element	of	entertainment	as	well	as	
the	showrings	in	which	pedigree	animals	are	displayed.	When	Frank	won	best-in-class	
for	a	young	bull	at	the	Royal	Welsh	Show,	he	was	able	to	sell	the	animal	for	£10,000	-	
almost	ten	times	the	price	of	a	commercial	bull	at	market.		
	
Most	of	Frank’s	herds	and	flocks	are	pedigree	and	are	sold	to	other	breeders	while	the	
few	which	are	slaughtered	for	their	meat	have	to	be	driven	to	the	nearest	abattoir	in	
Farnborough;	until	the	1980s,	there	was	one	in	Petersfield.	Frank	reckons	that	as	many	
as	17	herds	of	dairy	cattle	have	disappeared	from	farms	between	Petersfield	and	the	A32	
at	West	Meon,	a	reversal	of	the	situation	after	the	first	Cumbrian	migration	at	the	start	of	
the	20th	century.	Meanwhile,	the	bottom	has	fallen	out	of	the	wool	market:	“Fleeces,”	says	
Frank,	“which	once	fetched	£5	-	£6	now	only	sell	for	£1”.		
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Frank	uses	Artificial	Insemination	to	control	the	quality	of	the	stock,	and	to	
	

	

synchronise	the	lambing	in	February.	
Each	autumn,	when	the	calves	are	
weaned	off,	he	works	with	them	so	that	
they	were	used	to	being	handled	and	led	
in	a	head	collar.		From	February	he	
teaches	them	to	walk	when	asked	and,	
importantly,	when	to	stand	still.	Before	a	
show,	they	are	shampooed	with	special	
soap	followed	by	a	blow-dry,	then	an	
application	of	soft	soap	to	‘lift’	the	coat	
and	a	spray	to	make	it	shine;	their	tails	
are	combed	and	fluffed	out	and	the	
leather	and	brass	head	collars	cleaned	
and	polished.	

Fig	207	Frank	Moffatt	showing	one	of	his	
Shorthorns	

	
The	sheep	are	shorn	in	May	and	those	which	are	going	to	the	ring	are	given	a	special	
wash-and-brush-up	ring,	including	a	“pearl	dip”	to	enhance	the	colour	of	their	fleece	and	
a	“blue	rinse”	shampoo	for	their	heads	and	legs.		Meanwhile,	arable	crops	are	rotated	for	
the	health	of	the	land	and	to	provide	food	for	the	stock.	Winter	barley	is	harvested	in	the	
early	summer	and	makes	way	for	root	crops,	followed	by	spring	barley.	Most	of	the	
barley	is	sold	off	and	compound	feeds	bought	for	the	stock.	
	
Frank	drove	hundreds	of	miles	each	year,	taking	his	prize	stock	to	shows	in	Scotland,	
Wales	and	all	parts	of	England,	winning	prizes	at	many	of	them:	he	is	also	a	respected	
judge	of	both	sheep	and	beef.	In	2018	he	moved	his	cattle	and	sheep	to	Scotland	where	
his	grandsons	David	and	Thomas	Bradley	Farmer	are	continuing	the	business;	Frank	had	
already	sold	Colchenna	and	now	sold	the	Drayton	land	to	Bereleigh,	while	his	daughter	
retains	the	farmhouse,	along	with	holiday	cottages	and	rented	offices;	Frank	has,	finally,	
retired.	
	
East Meon farms today 
At	the	start	of	the	new	millennium	there	are	just	nine	farmers	active	in	the	parish.	We	
have	seen	how	the	two	Atkinson	families	expanded	from	South	and	Lower	Farms	to	farm	
lands	at	Peake,	Old	Down	and	Oxenbourne;	Bill	Tyrwhitt	Drake’s	Bereleigh	Estate	now	
includes	Park,	Garston,	Riplington	and	Drayton	Farms;	Grahame	Tosdevine	at	Duncombe	
Farm	has	absorbed	Belmont	and	Pastures;	among	the	smaller	farms,	Freddy	Walther	at	
Stonilands	took	over	some	of	the	Oxenbourne	land	from	the	Berry	family	and	some	lands	
at	Coombe;	Richard	Jones	moved	from	Hill	Hampton	to	Hyden	Farm;	Nigel	Brooks	bought	
Hill	Hampton	and	used	the	farm	buildings	as	offices	for	his	patent	agency	and	to	garage	
his	vintage	cars;	Nick	Bridger	built	a	new	farmhouse	next	door	and	runs	the	farm.	Will	
Butler	farms	Whitewool	which	is	just	in	the	parish	of	West	Meon,	but	much	of	his	land,	
including	at	Coombe,	is	inside	East	Meon.	
	
East	Meon	farmers	continue	to	punch	above	their	weight	in	the	community:	in	civic	
duties	(Atkinsons	and	Tyrwhitt	Drakes	chaired	the	parish	council	and	were	school	
governors	for	decades),	in	maintaining	the	countryside,	particularly	roadside	verges	and	
hedges,	and	in	supporting	village	activities.	
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Conclusion 
It	is	twelve	hundred	years	since	Anglo-Saxon	farmers	descended	from	the	high	ground	
around	the	source	of	the	river	to	settle	in	the	valley.	The	houses	on	what	is	now	the	High	
Street	were	occupied	originally	by	yeoman	farmers	and	husbandmen,	then	by	
shopkeepers	and	tradesmen	or	divided	to	accommodate	impoverished	farm	workers.	By	
the	end	of	the	20th	century,	most	are	occupied	by	incomers,	executives	and	office-
workers	who	travel	outside	the	valley	for	their	work,	retired	professionals,	and	several	
who	are	able	to	run	businesses	over	the	internet;	houses	in	which	whole	families	lived	
now	hold	single	people	or	empty-nest	couples.	From	half	a	dozen	shops	which	survived	
until	the	1980s,	in	the	21st	century	the	village	has	one	shop,	two	pubs	and	All	Saints	is	
once	more	the	only	place	of	worship.	
	

	

After	six	centuries	during	which	the	land	
was	owned	by	the	Diocese	of	Winchester,	
and	three	more	in	which	lay	landowners,	
mainly	absentee,	consolidated	their	estates	
partly	through	enclosure,	in	the	twentieth	
century	farmers	have	bought	their	land.	
Today’s	civic	parish	is	a	fraction	of	the	size	
of	the	original	hundred,	manors	or	
ecclesiastical	parish	of	East	Meon,	but	is	
still	the	largest	in	East	Hampshire.	The	last	
quarter	of	the	20th	century	had	seen	the	
most	dramatic	reduction	of	any	period	in	
the	number	of	farms	and	of	the	number	of	
people	working	on	the	land;	along	with	the	
rest	of	the	country,	East	Meon’s	percentage	
of	agricultural	workers	shrank	to	less	than	
5%	of	its	population.		

Map	55.	O/S	showing	civic	parish	of	East	Meon,	2012	

	
During	the	twentieth	century,	successive	governments	exempted	farms	from	most	
planning	restrictions	and	old	farm	buildings	have	in	many	cases	been	replaced	by	large	
structures,	clad	in	prefabricated	materials,	which	can	flexibly	accommodate	large	
machinery	or	animals.	Fortunately,	several	of	the	original	farm	buildings	in	the	parish	
have	been	preserved	but	none	is	used	for	the	purpose	for	which	it	was	built.	We	
observed	that	farm	buildings	tend	not	to	survive;	we	should	be	grateful	that	in	this	parish	
so	many	have.	
	
East	Meon	has	made	two	brief	appearances	on	the	national	scene,	when	the	Civil	War	
passed	through	the	village	and	when	Parliament	debated	the	Tithing	of	Turnips.	For	
most	of	its	history,	it	has	been	a	self-contained	farming	community	no	different	from	tens	
of	thousands	of	other	English	rural	villages.	No	diarist,	chronicler,	political	writer	or	
letter-writer	left	documentary	evidence	of	life	in	East	Meon	untl	the	20th	century	and	this	
account	has	been	extracted	from	parish	and	civic	records	common	to	every	farming	
community.	It	is	local	history,	pure	and	simple.	
	

 


